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FBI is said 
to probe US 
official for 
spying for 
Israel 


By Nora Boustany and 
Brian Duffy 

WASHINGTON’—The FBI 
has opened an investigation 
to determine whether a sen¬ 
ior US government official 
has been passing highly 
sensitive information to the 
Israeli government, accord¬ 
ing to sources with direct 
knowledge of the inquiry. 

The investigation was 
launched in January after 
the National Security 
Agency intercepted 3 
secure communication 
between a senior Israeli 
intelligence officer in 
Washington and a superior 
in Tel Aviv that referred to 
someone code-named 
“Mega" and an attempt to 
obtain a sensitive American 
document. US government 
officials said. 

The officials said that the 
context of the conversation 
led them to believe that 
Mega may be someone m 
the US government who 
_ has provided information to 
the Israelis in the past. 

The sources, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
. said the investigation was 
! focusing on US officials 
who would have had access 
to the document in ques¬ 
tion, a secret letter of assu¬ 
rances that ihen-Secretury 
of State Warren Christo¬ 
pher had given to Palestin¬ 
ian leader Yasser Arafat 
after successful negotia¬ 
tions to withdraw Israeli 
troops from most of the 
West Bank city of Hebron. 

In the intercepted conver¬ 
sation, according to two US 
officials, the Israeli intelli¬ 
gence officer informed his 
superior in Tel Aviv that 
Israeli ambassador Eliahu 
Ben Elissar had asked him 
whether he could obtain a 
1 copy of the letter given to 
Arafat by Christopher on 
16 January, the day after 
the Hebron accord was 
signed by Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu. 

According to a source 
who viewed a copy of the 
NSA transcript of the con¬ 
versation. the Intelligence 
officer, speaking in 
Hebrew, said. "The ambas¬ 
sador wants me to go to 
Mega to get a copy of ihis 
letter." 

The source said the 
supervisor in Tel Aviv 
rejected the request, saying. 
"This is not something we 
use Mega for.” 

Asked Tuesday about the 
investigation, a senior 
National Security Council 
official declined to com¬ 
ment. White House spokes¬ 
man Michael McCurry. 
traveling with President 
Clinton in Mexico, also 
declined to comment 

Ambassador Ben Elissar 
said emphatically Tuesday 
night that his government 
had not engaged in 
improper activity in Wash¬ 
ington. denying that he had 
made such a request or that 
Israel has a spy inside the 
US government 

"1 deny it as strongly as 
one can deny anything. 
Ben Elissar said in a. tele¬ 
phone interview. “I simply 
think that this allegation is 
ridiculous. ... Of couim. I 
cannot guarantee for every¬ 
body. but if anybody m 
embassy had this eonven^ 

don or such »■*■*** 
can be considered an utte 

fool, a fooL" ... 

The . ambassador added 

that the allegations must 
have come from an e 
inten tioned source. 

A statement issued by 

Continued on pag e ) 


Economic experts careful 
to applaud Jordanian-EU 
association accord 


By Ilham .Sudcq 

Shir Slap Writer 
JOINING THE world to estab¬ 
lish a free trade /one by 2(111) 
and the building of a construc¬ 
tive dialogue between North 
and South can be seen as a dou¬ 
ble-edged sword. It may bring 
great benefits, but at what com 
many argue. 

Under .1 cat city slogan to 
secure a brighter future lor 
nations, supporters of the move 
to a market economy stress the 
need to speed up el forts in join 
the world community ‘as soon 
as we can.' or else lose a 
golden opportunity.' 

The Jordanian government, 
ending a two-year negotiations 
with the European Union, has 
initialled the Jordanian-EU 
Association Agreement in 
Malta last month However, it 
will not lake effect before 
January 1999. 

“The initial signing is "j cru¬ 
cial step for Jordan since it has 
a lot of advantages but it also 
entails heavy costs." Dr Fahad 
AI Fanck. a prominent eco¬ 
nomic told The Star. 

What is really happening is 
that the media in this country is 


siniplilying the issue, without 
giving the public details about 
the agreement or even making 
them aware of its positive and 
negative aspects. 

“Unfortunately, only the 
advantages arc being explained 
to the public, hut the costs are 
more important as this does 
have its effects on industry and 
the treasury." Al Fanck said. 

He explained that our treas¬ 
ury will loose a*venues because 
European products will enter 
Jordan on duly free basis, while 
the aid that the EU has prom¬ 
ised to provide Jordan has not 
been defined yet. 

Actually there is no ussu- 
ranccihai EU's financial aid to 
Jordan, after the association 
agreement, will exceed its 
present level. 

While the point ■ •( the agree¬ 
ment is to open up markets for 
Jordanian industry. AI Fanck 
said that these markets are 
already open lor Jordanian 
products because import duty 
in Europe is very low. "How¬ 
ever. our produce are unable to 
penetrate the European mar¬ 
ket." AI Fanck then wonders 
the he situation after the sign¬ 


ing of the agreement 

Bui nihers beg lo Jiliei. Dr 
Tayseer Abdul J.iher. another 
economic ex pen said that the 
agreement will enable Jorda¬ 
nian industrial and agricultural 
products to enter Europe free ol 
customs or other restrictions, 
except h.r some agricultural 
products which will he on j 
quota basis. But this is some¬ 
thing 1 hat will he rexiewed by 
the year 2iKJfi. 

Despite creating n contro¬ 
versy. the initialing ol the Jor¬ 
dan ian-EU Association Agree¬ 
ment. is still not made clear. 

“We are not against the 
agreement, but 1 think we are 
moving very last on the issue. 
Ahmed AI Nimri. an economic 
analyst told The Shir. 

He continued that the details 
ol such an agreement arc still 
unknown to us. hut fortunately 
it is still only m the initial 
stages. “This means that we 
have no nhlieatinns to jhidc to 
the agreement as wc have two 
more years 10 wait and see." 

However. AI Nimri added 
that "wv haw lo Jo our best to 
receive the most beneficial 
conditions." 


But oilicrs have a much more 
enthusiastic view about the 
future General Manager of the 
F. sport jnd Finance Bank 
Adrian AI Suil.ikh. said that we 
should have signed the Associ¬ 
ation agreement earlier. He 
adds that this matter is 
inevitable. 

"Our industrial products are 
promising and I was pleased to 
see. during a lour to some fac¬ 
tories. that we have a satisfac¬ 
tory industrial output." 

“But. the industrial sector in 
Jordan suffers from bureau¬ 
cratic measures, and lacks 
proper planning to promote its 
products.” 

Dr Abdul Jaber pointed out 
that the agreement will bring 
new challenges and “encourage 
U-. to improve the quality of 
product n in order to cope with 
micmusiunai standards and 
specifications 

But Dr AI Fanek does not 
share (his view. He maintained 
that the agricultural sector is 
unable to take advantage of the 
European market, except on a 
very small scale. 

“Our markets will be Hooded 

Continued on page 2 
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King, Netanyahu agree to 
work together to defuse 
crisis over water sharing 


Journalists express concern for 
future of press freedom in Jordan 


By Raed AI Abed 

Slur Staff Writer 
JORDAN'S PRESS marked the 
annual International Day of 
Press Freedom. 3 May. with a 
new concern for the future. For 
many in the press business. 
1996 was not an easy year 
punctuated by arrests of editors 
and legal cases brought against 
publishers. 

But the total picture is not all 
had. In general, the Jordanian 
press is thriving and press free¬ 
dom is still better off today 
than it w as a decade ago. How¬ 
ever. the debate continues in 
government, among the depu¬ 
ties and inside the press com¬ 
munity on how hesl to assess 
the current experience and how 
10 prepare for the coming 
phase. 

in the center of the debate is 
the 1993 Press and Publication 
Law. which stands out as one 
of the most liberal in the 
region. Although many joumal- 
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ists see flaws in it. they all 
agree that it had regulated the 
relationship between the press 
and the government and safe¬ 
guarded the freedom of the 
press. Still tile law continues to 
fall under criticism by press 


freedom activists 

“I can mu claim that we 
have total freedom of the press 
in all aspects." said Mr Ibrahim 
Iz/iden- former minister of 
information. “But alter lifting 
the maniji law and legislating 


_ 

the fPress jnd Publication} law. 
any citizen or group of citizens 
can publish a newspaper." 

The Jordanian press has been 
classified by Freedom House. 

Continued on page2 


By a Star Staff Writer 
HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
has called Israeli Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
Tuesday in an attempt to 
defuse what officials in both 
countries see as a potential 
crisis developing over the 
implementation of one of the 
most important elements in 
the bilateral peace treaty: 
water sharing rights. 

Already Mr Netanyahu has 
described the events of the 
last two days as a “mini cri¬ 
sis'*. but was quoted by The 
Jerusalem Post as saying that 
he i> confident it will be 
resolved. "We now' have what 
l consider to be a minor diffi¬ 
culty in one of the provisions 
of the Jordan-lsrael peace 
treaty." Netanyahu said. “We 
will overcome it." 

The paper said King Huss¬ 
ein and Netanyahu decided to 
work together to iron out dif¬ 
ferences over the water 
clauses in the peace 
agreement. 

News of the crisis filtered 
out when a memorial cere¬ 
mony that was planned to take 
place in Baqoura in the Jordan 
Valley Tuesday was cancelled 
following a decision by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan not to attend the evenr 
during which he was sup¬ 
posed 10 meet with 
Netanyahu. 

The Prince decided not to 
attend the ceremony one day 
after Israel backed down from 
signing a water sharing agree¬ 
ment with Jordan. In 
response. Israel called off the 
ceremony, which was planned 
to honor the memory of seven 
Israeli schoolgirls killed by a 
Jordanian soldier in March in 
Baqoura. 

Prince Hassan told report¬ 
ers in Amman Tuesday, after 
meeting Israeli Labor Party 
official Yossi Beilin. tha( the 
two governments had decided 
to call off the official meeting 
and that led Israel to cancel 
the memorial ceremony in 
which families of the dead 
girls were supposed to 
participate. 

The cancelation came one 
day after Minister of Water 



Happy days; Israel has not yet delivered on the goods 


and Irrigation Munthir Hada- 
din failed to get his Israeli 
number. Ariel Sharon, to 
agree to signing the water 
sharing agreement during 
Tuesday’s ceremony. The two 
men met secretly Sunday in 
Tel Aviv and Sharon later told 
Israel Radio the disagreement 
in interpretation “surfaced 
when he told Hadadin that 
Israel had given Jordan one- 
third of the 150 million cubic 
meters it had promised in the 
peace treaty, and that the 
remainder would come from 
desalination and a new dam. 

"Israel warns to fulfill its 
peace agreement with Jordan, 
but we cannoL come to an 
agreement under pressure." 
Sharon said. 

Sharon had reportedly told 
Hadadin that Israel had 
already given Jordan 50 mil¬ 
lion cubic meters of water last 
year and that the remainder 
100 million were to be gener¬ 
ated from irrigation projects 
that were to be built from for¬ 
eign investments. Jordan and 
Israel have been unable to 
attract international invest¬ 
ments to finance the building 
of dams in both countries. 

But Minister of Stale for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mulaweh told reporters Tues¬ 
day that Jordan wanted an 
agreement on the provision of 
50 million cubic meters of 
water to Jordan by Israel to be 


signed during the memorial 
ceremony in Baqoura. But 
according to the minister the 
Israeli side said it wanted the 
agreement to be debated by 
the Israeli cabinet and that it 
was not ready to sign it. 

Prime Minister Abdel 
Salam Majali told reporters in 
Tuesday that there was no cri¬ 
sis and that existing problems 
will be resolved. He added 
(hat Jordan wanted an accu¬ 
rate implementation of the 
peace treaty with Israel. 

Observers believe the water 
talks for more than a year 
now have broken down and 
that only top level contacts 
between officials in both 
countries could end the stale¬ 
mate. Jordanian ambassador 
in Tel Aviv Omar Rifai dis¬ 
missed assertions of a crisis in 
relations, but added that he 
did not forsee more meetings 
between ministers to discuss 
the water issue until Israel 
begins 10 honor its commit¬ 
ment to provide 100 million 
cubic meters (0 Jordan. 

“The water issue is not 
new." Rifai told The Jerusa¬ 
lem Post Wednesday. “We are 
in May 1997. We have been 
talking of the water problem 
for a year and a half, and we 
are still at the same point. We 
have a problem. There are 100 
million cubic meters of water 
still missing." ■ 


Egyptian women scarred by hate 


On the Occasion of 

AL°M1JJ1A If®AIR 


By John Daniszewski 
CAIRO—Sixtecn-year-old 
Marwa Mohammed Kama), a 
good student with a bright 
future, had just stepped Trom 
her apartment in a working- 
class neighborhood when she 
saw the man she barely knew 
but with whom she recently 
had broken off an arranged 
marriage He raced toward the 
tall, striking young woman, 
flineinc a foul-smelling liquid 

on her face, arm and back. 

She collapsed in searing 
agony—the 
victim of what 
js becoming an 

common attack Wori0 

Report 

suifttric acid. 

Three years 
and 15 «cro- 
elating operations later, she 
still is so distraught and disfig¬ 
ured that she combs her hair 

over half her face. 

“1 can’t describe the ft-cl- 
ina." to™! says. "Whal hap¬ 
pened didn't only destroy my 


face, my heart was destroyed 
even more" Now. she rarely 
goes out. "No one wants lu see 
me." she says in a discon¬ 
nected voice." 

Sulfuric acid—or "fire 
water." as it has been dubbed 
by many here—has become a 
cheap, convenient and horrible 
weapon for an increasing num¬ 
ber of Egyptian men furious 
with wives, girlfriends or 
women in general. 

The men involved, critics 
say. flee all 100 easily after 
committing their 
crime. If caught, 
too often they are 
noi prosecuted 
• I&fcSSy rigorously and 
WWW the law itself pro- 

t vidcs for rela¬ 
tively light 
penalties. 

But for scores 
and perhaps huu- 
dreds of women, acid attacks 
have brought lifetimes ol 
shame, isolation and suffering. 

The increase in such 
assaults across Egypl also has 
underscored what human 
rights activists see as an even 


g 1 eater issue—an epidemic ol 
violence against women here 
U is fueled, they say. by pov¬ 
erty. male frustration and a ris¬ 
ing tide of Islamic extremism. 

Activists express their anger 
ai the olfieial indifference »r 
complacency toward brutality 
against Egyptian women, a 
lltirJ of whom report in sur¬ 
veys thjt they arc beaten .11 
home and hail of whom say 
they lear violence from their 

husbands. 

“Violence against women is 
universal." said psychiatrist 
Aida Sail" A! Daw la. "Whal is 
different here is that, in 
another country, no one could 
come out on television or on 
the radio las some religious 
figures here havet and say 
there arc situations when vio¬ 
lence i.s legitimate and ihis 
would occur without any pub¬ 
lic reaction " 

Indeed, to Westerners who 
have embraced many feminist 
ideas, it cun be startling that 
there has not been .1 greater 
outcry about the wave of acid 
attacks in Egypt: There have 
been 22 ol them in just the Fast 


three months, police sjy Doc¬ 
tors who have treated victims 
say the number is even 
greater. 

The attacks, psychologist 
Mohammed Shaalan said, arc 
carried out by men who feel 
powerless—in economic or 
political terms. This breeds 
anger and frustration they 
transfer to women. They 
resent them because they think 
they arc "getting privileges 
because of their beauty." he 
said 

He noted, lor example, that 
the cost of wedding ceremo¬ 
nies and even decent apart¬ 
ments are beyond the means 
of nuny young men in this 
impoverished society. Thus, 
marriage—which i.s the only 
socially accepted way here of 
being with .t woman— 
becomes an unattainable 
dream. This, in turn, breeds 
frustration, jealousy and rage. 

"These men think of refusal 
as an insult 10 their dignity 
and manhood." said Ahmed 
Magdouh. a professor at the 
National Center for Sociologi¬ 
cal and Criminal Research. "If 


a man’s relationship with a 
woman fails, he cannot accept 
the idea of being rejected, 
because he is a man..." 

Women’s growing eco¬ 
nomic power—with more of 
them now working and pursu¬ 
ing higher education—is 
another frequent source of ten¬ 
sion. said Suzanne Fayad. u 
psychologist at the EJ-Nadeem 
Center for Violence Victims. 
She cited one case in which a 
literate woman was scarred 
with acid by her less-educated 
husband. 

“Lower-class men are finan¬ 
cially frustrated... and have 
nothing of value to them 
except their manhood," Mag- 
doub said, adding that, ‘To 
prevent these crimes, mothers 
should teach their sons that 
women have the right to reject 
men. as men have the right to 
reject women, and that men 
and women are equal." 

Nabil Ezabi. head of civil 
security in the Egyptian inter¬ 
ior ministry, stressed that 
Egyptian society is less vio¬ 
lent on the whole than the 

Continued on page2 
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Great outdoor escapes 


Following the trails into Dana 


By a Star Staff Writer 

THE DANA Nature Reserve. 

180 km south of Amman in the 
Tafileh govemoraie, is one of 
the best vacation destinations 
for all the family. It is Jordan's 
own version of America’s 
Grand Canyon, hosting some 
of the most beautiful rock for¬ 
mations in the whole Kingdom 
and overlooking Wadi Dana, 

Wadi Finan and Wadi Araba. 

Strictly administered by the 
Royal Society for the Conser¬ 
vation of Nature (RSCN), the 
Dana Reserve offers some¬ 
thing for everyone. Nature lov¬ 
ers, hikers, birdwatchers and 
expert naturalists head for the 
reserve from all over the world 
to observe and enjoy its unique 
variety of fauna and flora. 

Dana village (pop. 500) is 
the best example of early cen¬ 
tury vernacular architecture, 
with stone houses, alley ways 
and terraced gardens fed by 
natural springs. 

The RSCN's guesthouse 
offers modesu but comfortable 
accommodation facilities, with 
rooms and balconies overlook¬ 
ing the breathtaking view of 
the wadis. Dana village has a 
small traditional inn for those 
seeking a less comfortable, 
and cheaper, place to spend 
the night. For the adventurous, 
the reserve's campsite, in the 
heart of the nature sanctuary, 
is the ideal place to be. 

If you're staying at the 
guesthouse and plan to visit 
the reserve, you will need to make a 20 
minute drive by car to the reserve's 
entrance (see instructions below). From 
there a shuttle truck will take you to the 
campsite (you can also make the trip on 
foot). 

Once at the reserve you can follow 
marked trails into different strategic view¬ 
points of the sanctuary and neighboring 
areas. Hot meals can be arranged at the 
campsite, but prior notification Is needed. 

For the daring, one can make the three- 
hour journey on foot from the guesthouse 
to the campsite (and vice versa). It is a 
five kilometer hike through the most 




Eerie rugged 
landscape 
(right) is home 
to rare animal 
and plant life in 
Dana Nature 
Reserve. Old 
‘ar’ar, Juniper, 
trees (left) are a 
familiar sight. 
The traditional 
Dana Hotel 
(below) is an 
ideal inn for 
adventurous vis¬ 
itors at modest 
prices 




beautiful part of the sanctuary. 

A guide can be hired from the guest¬ 
house and the journey should begin very 
early in the morning to avoid mid-day 
heat. It is a physically demanding trip, but 
it is worth every sweat drop! You are 
likely to see eagles, buzzards, larks, 
swifts, turtle doves, finches, chukars. but¬ 
terflies, lizards, snakes and porcupines. 

If you're really blessed you will have a 
glimpse of the reserve’s most treasured 
animal, the ibex. Among the sanctuary’s 
other wild-animals is the wolf, fox. heyna 
in addition to the very rare lynx. The 
reserve has a wide variety of wild now_ 



rs. trees and plants. 

But before jumping into your 
car to make the journey to Dana 
make sure that you make reser¬ 
vations firom Amman. Even if 
you’re not spending the night at 
the guesthouse or the campsite, 
you need to make reservations 
just to get in. Only 75 visitors 
arc allowed each day. 

How to get there: Take the 
Desert Highway (you can also 
use the Kings Highway) from 
Amman and drive for about 150 
km; take the Rashediya exit to 
the right and drive for about 30 
km passed the cement factory. 
At the intersection turn left for 
Dona village and guesthouse (3 
km into Qadessiya village and 
then turn right making a 2 km 
descent into Dana village) or 
make a right to Dana Nature 
Reserve and the campsite (drive 
for 3 km passed the Ben Jazi 
forest and then turn left to 
merge with a gravel road lead¬ 
ing into the cement mines. 
Drive for 1 km to Lahtha 


springs, turn left and drive for 3 km into 

the reserve's parking and tower). 

What to take: You need light clothes 
during the day, but make sure to pack a 
sweater since the evenings might get 
chilly. You need drinking water, espe¬ 
cially if you are taking children, and.cold 
drinks (there are no shops near the camp¬ 
site, but there is a small grocery in Dana 
village). Comfortable walking shoes are a 
must, but if you plan to take long hikes 
then a heavy duty fbotware is advised. In 
addition to a camera, you need binoculars, 
sunglasses, sunscreen and. a.cap. You can 
make the journey with a regular car. If you 
p lan to do some off-road exploration with 
a four-wheel vehicle, then you need spe¬ 
cial permit from the RSCN in Amman. 
Hot and cold meals are available at the 
guesthouse, but make sure to inform the 
cook ahead of time. 

Prices at the guesthouse are reasonable 
and the service is excellent. Toilets and. 
bathrooms are clean at both the guest¬ 
house and the campsite. ■ 

For reservations call the RSCN office 
in Amman at 837931/2 or call the Dana 
Nature Reserve directly at 03-368498/7' 


Economic experts careful to applaud 
Jordanian-EU association accord 


Journalists express concern 
for future of press freedom 


Continued from page 1 - 

with European products, while 
we may not be able to embark 
on huge exports, he said. 

Jordanian consumers could 
also be in for a surprise. Presi¬ 
dent of the Jordanian Consu¬ 
mer Protection Society (JCPS), 
Dr Mohammed Obeidat is wor¬ 
ried about joining such partner¬ 
ship. He said this matter needs 
careful study and an evaluation 
of our abilities. 

Obeidat stressed that priority 
be given to inter-Arab partner¬ 
ship agreements, and the crea¬ 
tion of a unified Arab position 
before entering into member¬ 
ships in international blocs. 

Like A1 Nimri he wonders 
about the merits of speeding up 


such agreements, “when our 
industry is facing crucial prob¬ 
lems, and can be completely 
destroyed if confronted with 
international competition!" 

As more and more become 
anxious about the challenges 
that may be brought by interna¬ 
tional agreements, Obeidat said 
that European countries are 
only seeking markets to pro¬ 
mote their products, and “we 
shall be these markets.” 

Globalization, to Obeidat, 
means more unjustified hikes in 
commodities’ prices, more suf¬ 
ferings for needy people and 
higher unemployment 

People have long waited for 
the so called “dividends of 
peace," and now they have to 


wait for the "dividends of the 
partnership agreements with 
Europe and other countries." 

According to latest official 
statistics, Jordanian exports in 
1996 were JD 1,039,801,000 
compared with JD 
1,004334,000 in 1995. This 
shows that exports rose by 
about JD 35 million. 

But Jordanian imports in 
1996 reached JD 
3.043356,000 against JD 
2,590.250,000 for 1995. This 
means a rise of JD 
453306,000. 

Thus, there is deficit in the 
trade balance of JD 1,993 
billion. 

This is of course before the 
start of the implementation of 
the conditions of the Jordanian- 
EU Association agreement 
which is due to take effect in 
1999, at which time some 
argue that the economic condi¬ 
tions are likely to worsen fur¬ 
ther. ■ 


Continued from page 1 

an organization monitoring 
press freedoms worldwide, 
recently as being partially free 
in a region where the press is 
predominantly under govern¬ 
ment control. 

Within a regional context 
“Jordan's achievements in 
press freedom are relatively 
good.” said Dr Nabil A1 Sharif, 
editor-in-chief of Ad Dustour 
Arabic daily. 

Nevertheless, "there are still 
many objectives that we must 
work for among them, the insti¬ 
tutionalization of this freedom 
because, when the issue con¬ 
cerns press freedom, most of 
the time we are held hostage to 
the moods of governments." Dr 
Sharif added. 

However, Mr Tariq Masar- 
weh. editor-in-chief of the new 
Al And? Al Youm daily—to be 
published before the end of this 
month—said the Jordanian 
press should not be looking at 


neighboring countries as a 
• measure of assessment “Rurv 
. ners do not look behind, they 
look forward." Masarweh. a 
leading political columnist who 
was'stopped from writing in A l 
Ra'i Arabic daily by the previ¬ 
ous government said. 

A bone of contention 
between the government and 
publishers of the two leading 
dailies is that of government 
ownership in Ad Dustour and 
Al Ra'i. The Press Association 
and the majority of journalists 
say such ownership actually 
"limits press freedom.” 

The government owns 32 
percent of Ad Dustour. through 
the Social Security Corp. 
(SSC). and 62 percent. 47 per¬ 
cent of which by the SSC and 
15 percent by the Jordan 
Investment Corp. in Al Ra’i. 
The two papers are published 
by public shareholding 
companies. 

Article 19/D of the Press and 
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CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


A new program is now available at your 
comfort. You can in one day and 
; within few hours arrive at, Lamaca 
.Amsterdam, Athens, Bahrain, Beirut, 
Damascus, Dubai, Frankfurt, London, 
Manchester, Moscow, Paris, Rome, Zurich ! 
and Tel Aviv. 

In addition to ordinary trips to 20 cities all 
over the world. 

Departure from Amman at 6.50 a.m. arrival 
at Larnaca 8.15 sum every Saturday and 
"■Wednesday. 

.Departure from Lamaca 10.15 p.m. and 
arrival to Amman at 11:35 p.m. evefy 
Tuesday and Friday. 

For more details: Please contact your Travel Agent or Cyprus 
Airways Shmetsani Near Commodore Hotel TeL 700115- 
700264 TeHax. 700115, or our general Sales Agent-Petra 
Travel & Tourism Co. Td. 700760 - 700754 Fax. 701749 
IrbkJ-Housing Bank Complex, Tel. 02-251627 / 8 Fax. 02-251628 

Cyprus Airways 

Top Service, first cEass luxury, 
businessmen dass (Apollo) world-wide 
experience for 50 years. 


Publication Law gave the gov¬ 
ernment and its corporations 
the right to own equity in 
newspapers, which should not 
exceed 30 percent of the capi¬ 
tal of any press company. The 
law was ratified by Parliament 
in 1993, but until today the 
government has refused to. 
adjust its ownership in the two 
newspapers in accordance with 
the law. 

Currently there are talks 
between the government and 
representatives from the two 
dailies over this issue. “Many 
deadlines have been set by the 
government for the govern¬ 
ment to rectify the situation." 
Dr Sharif said. “But all dead¬ 
lines have been missed and 
there were always new inter¬ 
pretations that pushed these 
deadlines further." 

According to Dr Sharif the 
blest deadline for the govern¬ 
ment to settle the issue is the 
end of May. 

“I think that after this date 
there will be no logical expla¬ 
nation for any postponement 
by the government to prolong 
its control of shares in Ad Dus¬ 
tour and Al Ra ’i,” he said. 

The Bureau for the Interpre¬ 
tation of Laws confirmed ear¬ 
lier that the SSC is an official 
public institution, thereby it is 
obliged to reduce its shares in 
the two dailies to 30 percent in 
accordance to the Press and 
Publication Law. 

“As long as the government 
owns shares in Ad Dustour and 
Al Ra’i, there will be at least a 
shadow of doubt as to the cred¬ 
ibility of the Jordanian press,'* 
Dr Sharif stressed. “We want 
to be able to serve the public 
by being completely 
independent'' 

Press freedom activists 
believe government ownership 
in newspapers constitute an 
infringement on press freedom. 

‘The law should be amended 
to bar governments from own¬ 
ing any shares at all," Dr Sharif 
maintained. 
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The arrival of Al Arab 
Alyoum daily soon will make 
the issue of government owner¬ 
ship even more pressing fra: the 
government to deal with. Al 
Arab Alyoum is a shareholding, 
company which is free frorii 
any government financial 
influence.' •... ■■ 

“I believe the government 
has to sell ail its shares in the 
two newspapers. It should stay 
out of the press business com¬ 
pletely," said Masarweh. 

In spite of the improvement 
in the freedom of the press, Mr 
Izziden believes the daily press 
is still bogged down by the dec¬ 
ades-old tradition of “self cen¬ 
sorship." "There is no real 
movement towards opening up 
to more controversial reporting. 
And I do not think one can 
blame the government this 
time, because it is totally the 
responsibility of the editore-in- 
chief," he added. Making a 
comparison with the weekly 
press, Izziden said that "in spite 
of the criticism these weeklies 
face, they are much more lib¬ 
eral in their approach. They are 
tackling controversial issues 
and are doing their job as 
journalists." 

Mr Izziden also believes that 
the press should concentrate on 
training their reporters to 
become more professional in 
their coverage of public issues. 

Mr Izziden, who helped draft 
the 1993 press law, said the law 
should be amended to clarify 
press offences. ’1 think the 
trick is not in sending more 
journalists to prison, but by 
allowing courts to compensate 
people who are defamed by the 
press ” he added 

Mr Masarweh agreed with 
izziden’s approach. “The free¬ 
dom of the press must be 
created and developed by jour¬ 
nalists. No one out of the press 
body can enhance these free¬ 
doms. Our weakness as profes¬ 
sionals is due to our submission 
to traditional approaches and 
methods and lack of attempts to 
develop ourselves." 

But Dr Sharif expressed his 
concern for the future of press 
freedom ’There are worrying 
signs that there will either be a 
temporary press law, intro¬ 
duced by the current govern¬ 
ment to curb press freedoms, or 
that there will be certain 
amendments to the current law 
that will put press freedom in 
jeopardy.” he said* 




Time to face 
the facts 

£F THERE ,is : anyone left — 
in Jordan who stiU beFeyes 
that peace between 
and Israel has been wHg, 
it the lessons qfiifieJasS; 
few days should 
eyes. 

From- the tune ot 
Madrid .conference ttnfd 

today, Jordan hias -shpwli^ 
consistent goodwill, ■ ?&;:- 
unwavering willingrtes^ to; ^ 
talk, to consider Israeli 
position, to . compromise 
for. the sake of the gresfla 1 

good of >the: region. 

Majesty- King .Hussem 
not spared any gesture 

show Israel, that J.ordmjs: 

ready and willing to liye ra 
peace and harmony whl£ 

Israel '.-! . \ 

Why is it then, when u» ; 
opportunity arises to shpt$ 
Jordan, and .indirefcd£} 
countries/soch as Syria araf 
Lebanon, that there.'- js 
some tangible benefit tp 
peace, Israel fails to do the. 
right thing. Instead;Jsnwfe 
never fails to bargain aixt-- 
nitpick and frustrate ahdj 
exasperate its negotiating::' 
partners. Israel rides rough-: 
shod over regional. sensH :( 
tivities. trying its utmostftp'-* 
maximize immediate gains 
without any thought to iffie^ 
Long-, medium- or even/X 
short-term benefits - of--* 
compromise. . 

Take . the mini-crisis; 
between Jordan and Israel _ 
over water, for example. -1 
True, the wording of the 
peace treaty between Jor¬ 
dan tmd Israel is ambigu- 

bus. On the question of the' 
hotly., disputed 50 million 
cubic meters of-water, the; 
treatystates: .• 

" /“Jordan 'and Israel"'win 
cooperate . in finding 
sources, for the. supply, to = 
Jordan : :of an. 'additional 
quantity of SO MCM/yeat? 
of water Of ririnkdi 

standards ”:■■■ - 

Yes. this statement 
open to interpretation,!! 
reliable sources! Say 
was an “oral! agree 
: that the“wafer "WOuJd 
supplied directly by Js ^ 
to Jordan. Now. witii ihe^ 
benefit of hindsights 

derived from more . 

two years of Israeli q» 
bting and haggling; ..ohe* 
can say that oral agreed 
ments with Tel Aviv, are 
worthless, and the treaty, 
should have been more; 
explicit On the other h andy 
if Israel was truly wilting, 
to make a genuine goodt; 
will gesture, it would gb 
ahead and provide Jordfeai 
with the water. That unfbfi^ 
tunately. is riot the waybpr 
“partners" operate. - - -, -j. 

Added to this injury-is 
the insult of having to 
negotiate on this matter 
with none other than AxieF 
Sharon, a known war crixiF 
inal and proponent of the 
notorious “Jordan option." j 

As it turns out' Israel has 
proven critics of the peace 
process right, once again; 
And once again, .Jordan 
stands in front of.;.tfab 
doubters in Damascus and 
elsewhere clutching "its 
peace treaty and precious^ 
little else. 

All the while,:- Jordan; 
and the . Patestiirianft 
National Authority . 1 
wistfully to what is fflp; 
fully called the '“hohisi(^ 
broker," the United St ‘ 
of America, for some 
of leadership, an-.ex 
sion of resolviev'to - 
Israel the riot act and 
the peace process' back 
track. We can’t wiit 7 ' 
longer. It’s time- we 
up to the fact that.the 
lacks the leadership' 
compel Israel to make 
meaningful (as o; 
symbolic) cd 
And not only does the 
government lack-. te 
ship: it is riddled wit&j 

pie whose loykjiy. is 

question. Accontingto 
Washington Foist; _• 
unspecified senior US 
eminent offidal/ 
named “Mega,” is working 
for the Israelis. 
doesn't that reafty come 
a surprise? . . .V.. 

So for those/airiong , M£. 
who put tbejr -feitfr in 

United States; Israel " ai^ 
the peace process k -;let ffife? 
events of thisj^eat 
lesson. • y ^ 
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Abdel Hadi Majali 


Which is it?! 

■ The government is ann>. and so it should be. sonic might 
sav, ai the suggestion that it should have international 
observers U< monitor the 

coining November ___ 

Parliamentary elections, i g 
First in line to protest at ! ^ 
what is seen is a farcical I 
idea is none other than the I 
Minister of Interior. Nathir ! 5 
Rashid. The demand was j 
made earlier by opposition 
parties, notably the Islamic 
Action Front who said thaL 
international monitors 

would guard against any 1 
vole rigging during the 
coming elections. Rashid 
said it was shameful that 
such a suggestion be made. 

However, the minister's 
new stance contradicts with 
the one made by Prime _ ... 

Minister Abdel Saiam Al tcastua 
Majali last month who said 

that the government would have no problem in allowing local 
and international observers to monitor the elections. 

NCP is licensed 

■ They talked about it. They said that it would happen and 
they finally did iL This week, the National Constitutional Parry 
has become official under 

the leadership of Abdel 
Hadi Al Majali. The NCP. 
which can politically be 
regarded as right of center, 
composes nine parries—Al 
Ahd t Pled eel Party. .Al 

Watan. AI Yaqatha. 

Jordanian National 

Coalition. United Arab 
Democratic tAl Wa'dj. Al 
Taqadum Wal Adalla 
(Progress and Justice 1 . 

Jordanian Popular 

Movement. Popular Unity 
“Wahdawiyoon." and the 
Jordanian Arab Masses tAl 
Jamaheer). These have 
sought to dissolve .. ... 

themselves and become as Abdel ttaai Majali 

one united party. Hakcm Al 

Fayez was chosen to head the National Guidance Committee 
of the new Parry. General Secretary of the NCP has seven 
deputies: Abdel Raouf Al Rawabdeh. Hakam Khcir. Mijhim 
Al Khreisha. Anis Al Mouasher. Dr Jamal Al Khateeb. Tala] 
Al Rumahi and Abd Al Khaljq ShiaaL All Farid Al Saad now 
heads the Central Council of the party. 

Two Iraqis caught after armed robbery 

■ Two Iraqis nearly got away with JD 38,000 and foreign 
currency worth JD 60,000. The armed robbery happened Inst 
Friday on a money exchange shop in the Shapsoogh Complex 
in the Amman city center. As the owner. Subhi Mohammad Al 
Hajj and his brother-in-law were locking up. they were set 
upon by two Iraqis who snatched the money, shooting both 
men in the leg. The robbers then fled in a car but police were 
quickly alerted and a dramatic car chase ensued. Driving in a 
red Mercedes, the robbers were apprehended near the Raghdan 
Bridge, but during the chase one police officer was shot after 
an exchange of fire between police and the two robbers. It is 
understood that over 30 police cars were eventually involved 
All this happened at about 11:30 pm. As the chase reached the 
Raghdan Bridge, the floodlights of the Raghdan Palace lit the 
area to make it easier for the police to encircle the car. The 
police operation was supervised by His Royal Highness Prince 
Ali bin Al Hussein who was in direct contact with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

New President for the JWA 

■ Jordan Writers Association has voted in a new president in 
an election held last Friday. Writer and columnist Fakhri 
Qawar takes over from Ibrahim AI Abbs&i who was narrowly 
defetaed. Qawar is a vociferous anti normalization advocate, 
which means that we can expect a more faceful JWA in that 
regard. But Qawar has promised that he will light to improve 
the conditions of JWA members, many of whom are 
unemployed. 

Fodder at the wrong price 

■ a new case of corruption has been unveiled this week. This 
time it is to do with improper use of subsidized livestock 
fodder It was revealed that 10 livestock importers have been 
feeding their livestock subsidized fodder. The Finance 
Ministry says that this is against regulation and that subsidized 
fodder can only be used by local herders. A committee 
Smoosed of members of the Ministry of Administrative 
XvHopmem and the Ministry of Supply ongirally said that 
the merchants must pay outstanding dues of JD I 5 rrulhon. 
However, a second committee m the Ministry of Supply later 
wavered the decision concluding that “it would encourage 
■ferments" if the merchants were let off. However, the 
MteSSTof Finance is adamant. Ministry officials say the 
£Sts must pay for the subsidized fodder something that 

should not have for their livestock in the first place. Now 
it is chasing the merchants to pay up. 

Technical venue to be held 
in Amman 

conference OO pumps, valves and gates, 
of the French 
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gat specialize In pomps, valves and 
tores vriUbTf^ hj wperts from these 
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NCTC and 




“..iri' m - . 

2 At 'T* ■ x- «.v v ij? •■*■*•'^3 




v*s 




His Majesty King Hussein with Sultan Oabatis bin Said Sultan. The King paid a three-day visit to Oman this week where 
he held talks with sultan fjabons and other Omani officials concerning bilateral relations and other mutual interests 
between the two countries. King Hussein was accompanied by His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, His Majesty s 


MUSA ABU Mur/uul.. irccil 
political leader <•! I luma*, 
pledged to continue u> work lor 
the organization. "I will con¬ 
tinue in political activities." 
Abu Marzouk said. "1 have still 
a lot to do to serve my people 
and help them achieve their 
aspirations." he told a press 
conference at his home in 
Amman. 

Abu Marzouk. who was 
deported to Jordan alter being 
held in a New York City jail 
since July 1995. refused to con¬ 
demn nets of violence against 
Israelis. "Palerinians h;id no 
choice but to fight for their 
rights as long as Israel was nut 
ready to concede them." he 
said. "If my Palcsiinain people 
gain their rights and settle their 
problems hv peaceful solutions 
that is the best: the Palestinian 
people arc desperate for peace 
‘ more than any other nation.” 

Abu Marzouk thanked His 
Majesty King Hussein for 
allowing him to Jordan. Minis¬ 
ter of Stale for Information 
Affairs Dr Samir Muiawch ear¬ 
lier said that the King s gesture 
was made on purely humanitar¬ 
ian grounds with no strings 
attached only the fact that Dr 


Ahn M.,rz<«ik P” _ 
abides b> ii-rda- ! 
man l.m. 

The l ' r . deci¬ 
sion to set tree 
Ahu Nl.ir/ouk 
was nude on a I 
signed a commit- J 

mcni dial he j&T 

would nni go ... mgt' 

hack io 1 he 

United Slates. jljiv 

He was 

deported in Jor- E0QS&-.' 

dan alter Israel. 

which nrigiitally 

asked for his 

extradition to Ggj£ 

stand Inal. 

dropped its 

request on sccur- 

iiy grounds, lore- 

iiig the US i . j 

authorities to <f '-j; 

seek j country —-t- ’FI 

that coo kI accept l — 

him. Abu Manx 

Ahu Mar/nuk. 
noted that Jorda¬ 
nian law did nut prevent any 
citizen or resident from exercis¬ 
ing his right of political expres¬ 
sion. Ahu Marzouk. who at one 
lime headed the Hamas polilhu- 
reau. o. a uaieless person with 


Abu Manouk during a press conference 


an Egyptian travel document 
given 10 Palestinian refugees 
from Gaza. He dismissed the 
possibility of again being 
deported from Jordan. 

"My departure from Jordan 


was under pressure from the 
American govemment...and 
my return back was at the 
request of the United States 
and il‘s not logical this case 
could be repeated." he said. ■ 


Egyptian women scarred by hate 


OBB are interested id anenoro 


Continued from page I 

United Slates, with fewer than 
1.000 homicides a year in a 
country of 62 million people. 

He played down the number 
of acid attacks and dismissed 
domestic violence itself as a 
major issue, saying it rarely 
reaches a point where it 
involves the police. He did 
note, though, that the govern¬ 
ment is sufficiently concerned 
to be considering controls 011 
who may buy sulfuric acid. 

The insufficient official 
response to domestic violence 
starts at the lowest levels— 
with police, say women and 
human rights activists. They 
argue that police do not gel 
involved in domestic violence 
because authorities usually Jo 
not consider it a crime. 

Al Dawla says the light 
legal penalty for “crimes of 
honor"—in which relatives 
assault or even kill wives 
thought to he immoral or 
unfaithful—supports Iter belief 
that Egyptian society all hut 
condones attacks on women 

‘The legislatise system of 
the country gives the person 
who kills his sister or daughter 
one to three years in prison for 
a crime (murder) that normally 
carries the death penalty, only 
because she seems to him to 
have disturbed the honor of the 
family." she said. 

Marlene Tadros. a human 
rights activist, said she lound 
disturbing evidence of the 
breadth of the violence against 
women when she surveyed 
slum dwellers in Cairo: 
Almost every woman she met 
had been beaten; some volun¬ 
teered that they considered it 
simply part of marriage. 

"The reasons for the - vio¬ 
lence are the most amazing 
thing, all sorts of trivial slutl." 
Tadrus added. “If she is hold¬ 
ing a glass of water and it falls 
from her hands and breaks, lie 
gels up and beats her. If he 
doesn't like the food, he 
throws it in her face and beats 
her. If he doesn't have his 
clothes ironed, if he doesn't 
have his clothes washed, he 
beats her. 

“One of the women.” she 
added, "said ... ‘ft's OK when 
he comes back and beats me. 


It's better rhan him going nut 
and doing something wrong on 
the street and \enling his 
trusiraiinn.'" 

To T:idro>. the jhusc of 
women here is related n> larger 
MiL'ietal problems such as high 
unemployment, ignorance and 
the powcrlcssncss that Egypt’s 
many poor led about the 
chances they have to improve 

their li-.es. 

"These women are \cry well 
aware*” that when they are 
beaten, ii is iheir husbands 

enting frustration, arid that 
(ihe men' don't have another 
outlet except them. They have 
accepted that a women's tale is 
to be vented upon" 


A survey by the National 
Population Council found that 
86 percent of women respon¬ 
dents said dial husbands ere 
justified in sometimes beating 
wives—if the wife, for exam¬ 
ple. rctuses sex or talks back. 

Al DjhIj sj id she believes 
that violence against women is 
increasing because of changes 
in values in Egypt: This soci¬ 
ety more and more is caught 
up in ail officially promul¬ 
gated Islamic ideology, 
intended 10 hlum the appeal of 
\ iolem. ami-government 

Islamic groups. 

Now. AI Dawla argues, the 
government comes down hard 
on extremists w-ho threaten its 


power but gives government- 
paid sheiks free rein to propa¬ 
gandize on state television 
about how women ought to 
dress and behave. 

She said she sees more pub¬ 
lic debate about women's role 
in an Islamic state, in which 
they would be governed by 
strict religious laws or Sharia. 
While once, she noted, “there 
could never been any discus¬ 
sion about 'Is it Sharia or not 
Sharia for a man to beat his 
wife?' now they discuss it." ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
Hews Service 



. The National Music Conservacory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The Czech Embassy 
present 

CZECH CELLIST J 21 U BAHT A 

t with the 

ORCHESTRA OF THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 
Mohammad Othman Sdkj. conductor 

Monday. 12 May 1997- &00 pan. 

The Royal Cultural Center - Main Theatre 

Ticket price; JD 5 

F Haijn'j Contend m C Mi#or for OUo ind~| 

J Orcfmtra Piece* lor Cete Solo by B*eti *nd j 

|- EVITA by Andrew Lfoyd Webber, winner | tt W T l tdf 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

Inscicuto Cervantes ^ |a doijHplI 

present jH' 

Renowned Spanish Cellist 

J0CEP BA33AL USM 



Tuesday. 13 May 1997- ftOO pan. 

The Royal Cultural Center - Main Theatre 

Ticket price: JD 5 

Pieces by Bach. GabrieNi and others. 

In cooper own with Rodsson SAS HoteLAnunan 




Tickets available ae 

- Alahlia Abeta Superstore, tel. 688481 

- Alissar Rowers. teL 5517695 

- Arrisana. tel. 6-17858 

- Babichc. tel. 6$ 1322 

- Caffe Moka. tel. 856285 

- instituio Cervantes, tel. 610858 


-Music Box. iek 815745 

• Philadelphia Book GaBery. tel. 5515861 

- Radisson SAS Hotel tel 607100 

- The Royal Cultural Center, tel. 669(126 

- Safeway. teL 685311 

• The National Music Conservatory. reL 687620 



Personal Representative , HRH Prince (Ihazi bin Mohammad. His Majesty's Cultural Secretary and Other top Jordanian 
officials . During the visit. Prince (Ihazi's engagement to Princess Arij was announced. Princess Ary is the daughter of 
Omar Abdel Rahman Al Manem Zawawi, Sultan Qaboos’s advisor for telecommunications affairs. 


Abu Marzouk vows to continue 
to fight for Palestinian rights 


Despite Spring the gloom continues 

■ The mood is somber among Jordanians in spile of the fresh 
spring sun that greets (hem every morning. On the one hand 
they see no end to the political stalemate that has pinned the 
peace process to the ground. And on the other hand, thev feel 
the economic recession that has beset the economy for the 
lost three years turning into a deep and frightening 
depression. 

The new government has’m helped cither. Dr Majali. the 
man who negotiated Jordan's peace treaty with Israel, has 
done little to improve Jordan’s relations with Israel. But that 
was to be expected. Jordan's problem with Israel is not about 
bilateral issues, but has to do with Israel's position from the 
Palestinians and their rights. 

Also, the Majali government has not yet presented its plan 
to jump.sian the economy. In fact. Jordanians arc skeptical 
about die effects of the government's decision 10 flout the 
price of farm produce and its intention to free the prices of 
gasoline, and meat among other strategic items. Flotation for 
Jordanians means a rise in commodity prices not the 
opposite. 

Some economists argue that the cost of living in Jordan has 
stabilized and that no steep rises arc to be expected. But for 
low income Jordanians, who make up the majority, statistics 
arc one thing and reality is another. 

So where is the good news - . 1 Hopes that the easing of l‘N 
sanctions on Iraq would bring some business 10 Jordan were 
dashed when the UN Sanctions Committee turned down a 
number of Jordanian contracts to Iraq. Iraq, meanwhile, is 
said to be importing most of its needs through Turkey. Syria 
and Iran. 

Prices at the stock market have continued to fall while 
lending rates offered by banks have never been so high at 
around 15 percent 

It is true that the tourism sector is still healthy and is wit¬ 
nessing increasing activity, but the same cannot be said about 
other sectors, like agriculture, industry, transport and 
construction. 

The peace process was supposed to bring hope and invest¬ 
ments. Today Jordanians see little of boiii. So the mood is 
gloomy and no matter how lovely the spring is this year, it is 
difficult to enjoy. 

An end to an embarrassing problem? 

■ Who did we serve by accepting to host Hamas political 
leader Dr Mousa Abu Marzook in Jordan? It seems that eve¬ 
rybody is thanking us for putting an end to an embarrassing 
problem. 

The United States, whose justice system seems to have 
succumbed to political pressures emanating from the special 
US-lsraeli relationship, has done a great injustice to the man. 
Israel, on the other hand, has opted to drop charges against 
Dr Abu Marzook and decided that it did'nl want him 
extradited. 

That left the Americans in an awkward position because 
Dr Abu Marzook no longer objected to his extradition to 
Israel. To solve the problem Jordan offered 10 receive the 
. Hamas leader and so he flew to Amman this week. It was a 
humanitarian gesture, but politics had a lot 10 do with ii too. 

Hamas leadership has expressed its gratitude to Jordan for 
receiving Dr Abu Marzook. We are sure the US is grateful 
too. What about Israel? It should be happy too. The man 
appeared to be winning the media war from his cell in a New 
York maximum security jail. Now he will have to respect the 
rules of his host country and refrain from political activity 
that may embarrass his hosts. 


FBI is said to probe US official 
for giving Israel sensitive data 

Continued from page 1 

Netanyahu's office on Tuesday night in response to questions said: 
"The reported story is absolutely baseless." 

US intelligence officials said that NSA transcripts involving pos¬ 
sible counter-intelligence matters generally are distributed to offi¬ 
cials at the CIA's counter-intelligence center, the FBI’s Division 5. 
which conducts foreign counter-intelligence investigations; and the 
State Department's bureaus of diplomatic security and intelligence 
and research. The intelligence officials said the NSA had done 
nothing improper. 

Nevertheless, said a senior US official who said he had been 
briefed on the matter, the upper echelons of the FBI were dismayed 
that the information had been disseminated so widely. 

Because of the sensitive nature of the communication, said the 
source who viewed the transcript, it was recalled by the NSA about 
12 hours after it was distributed. "It was taken off the street." he 
said. 

The source said that the transcript of the conversation between 
the two officers of Mossad, the Israeli intelligence service, was 
translated from Hebrew to English "awkwardly." 

He added that the conversation was not confrontational took 
“the form of a collegial debate between two colleagues." 

The Hebron agreement, initialed by Netanyahu arid Arafat at a 
border post between Israel and the Gaza Strip, marked a historical 
turning point in the tortuous efforts to get Israels governing Likud 
Party to transfer land and limited governing power to Arafat's Pal¬ 
estinian National Authority. 

A day after the accord was signed, on 16 January. Christopher 
gave separate "side letters" of assurance to Arafat and Netanyahu. 
Israeli officials disclosed the contents of Christopher's letter to 
Netanyahu, but the contents of the letter 10 Arafat have not been 
revealed. 

The most difficult issue in the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations 
involved the three-stage rollback of Israeli troops from rural sec¬ 
tions of the West Bank. Assurances about the rollback do not 
appear in the accord itself but in the tetters from Christopher. 

Dennis Ross, Clinton's special envoy to the Middle East, said at 
the time the agreement was signed that the letters were not "guaran¬ 
tees as such" but that they represented an expression of US "will¬ 
ingness to act in accordance with our views." 

. According 10 the Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz, the wording of 
Christopher's letter to Arafat “goes beyond a general moral com¬ 
mitment. It can be said that if Israel deliberately violates the agree¬ 
ment. the Palestinians will be able to turn to Washington with this 
promissory note." 

One official with knowledge of the FBI investigation into the 
identity of Mega cautioned that much remained unknown. But the 
official sad that if it turned out that a senior US official was pass¬ 
ing sensitive information to Israeli authorities, it could prove more 
serious than the espionage case involving Jonathan Jay Pollard, a 
former Navy analyst who was convicted in 1986 of selling US mili¬ 
tary intelligence documents to Israel. 

Pollard was recruited to work for Israel by Rafael Eitan, an 
accomplished intelligence officer who worked for the defense min¬ 
istry and the prime minister's office. Eitan's Lekem intelligence 
unit ran Pollard as an agent, paying him to make sure he did not 
quit die operation. 

After his espionage activities were disclosed, Israeli authorities 
insisted that Pollard was motivated primarily by his love of Israel. 
They said it had-been a “rogue" operation by Eitan, unauthorized 
by the Israeli government 

To help ensure that US-Israeli relations were not greatly harmed 
by the Pollard case. Israel’s intelligence services, including Mos- 
sad, worked with US law enforcement and intelligence agencies to 
determine what information he had passed along. It included, 
according to US officials, satellite photographs and information on 
And) military systems. 

Despite that cooperation, however, many ok the documents Pol¬ 
lard delivered to his handlers were never returned to the United 
States by the Israeli authorities. 

Pollard was sentenced to a life term in prison. Although Israeli 
officials frequently have urged clemency. Clinton rejected such a 
plea from Pollard last year, citing the enormity of his crime, his 
lack of remorse and the damage he caused US security. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
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Our Say. . . 


Dangerous alliance 


THE EMERGING Israeli-Turkish military alliance, conceived with America’s 
blessing and participation, should wony the Arabs very much. Both countries 
share long borders and are in conflict with their Arab neighbors. And in spite of 
the fledgling Islamist government in Ankara, the secularist generals appear to be 
setting their own political agenda—one that we as Arabs may not like or approve 
with. 

Israel is still the enemy in the Arab world, until its actions prove otherwise. 
Peace treaties and agreements have not stopped Israel, especially, but not exclu¬ 
sively, under the current government, from pursuing one of the most ambitious 
militaristic projects in the region. Israel has reneged on its agreements with the 
Palestinians and it is set on disregarding calls by the international community to 
pave the way for a just and comprehensive solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict 
based on the principle of land for peace. 

Turkey, on the other hand, is a huge country with vast interests in the region. 
But more importantly, it is a country which has territorial problems with two im¬ 
portant Arab countries; Syria and Iraq. 

The generals, who ruled Turkey for years before handing in the rein of govern- 
'ment to the civilians, have been uneasy ever since the Islamists, under Erbakan, 
made a stunning victory in the polls. Erbakan’s political agenda differed greatly 
from that of the generals.- He flew to Tehran and signed a multi-billion dollar oil 
and gas deal with Iran to the outrage of Washington. He took steps to reconcile 
relations with Baghdad and Damascus and appears embarrassed by the special re¬ 
lationship that had developed between Turkey and Israel. 

While Erbakan's relations with the generals is an internal matter, (he military 
alliance that is manifesting itself everyday is not. Such an alliance is a threat to 
Arab security and for us the writing on the wall is very clear to read. 

The US talks openly about furthering its national interests by containing Iraq 
and Iran and the protecting of the oil routes. Israel's security view coincides nice¬ 
ly with that of the US and Turkey in the region. Syria, which is refusing to sign a 
peace treaty under humiliating conditions, is now being manifested as the rouge 
enemy—of all three members of this unholy alliance. 

This alliance will be used against certain targets and to achieve certain objec¬ 
tives. We must not fool ourselves. The need to hold an emergency Arab summit 
has never been so urgent. The threat of war against Syria, real or nou provides 
enough grounds for even a mini summit to take place. 

The summit, if and when it takes place, will not be an end in itself. It should 
spell out a new Arab position with regard to our own national security, Iraq. Syria 
and the peace process. It should send a strong signal to the United States; that 
there is a line to be drawn when it comes to our own existence. Israel, the only 
nuclear power of the region, cannot demand peace from the Arabs at no price. 
There is a price for peace and the underlined issue here is security , not for one 
party at the expense of the other, but to allJI 



Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu meets Turkish Defence Minister Turhan Tayan 
in Israel last Friday. The meeting was preceded by the arrival of the Turkish Deputy Chief of 
General Staff Gen. Cevik Bir who discussed cooperation in the military field between Turkey 
and IsraeL This togetherness between the two countries have dealt a heavy blow to Islamist 
Prime Minister Necmittin Erbakan who has been trying to bring Turkey closer to the Arab 
world. Syria and Iran also view this strategic military cooperation with alarm. 
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Beware Mr Blair! 


By Andrew M. Rosemarine 


LURIE'S 


TONY BLAIR'S resounding victory in the 
British general elections spells misfortune 
for the United Kingdom. A {though he will 
maintain many of the achievement^ of the 
last 18 years of Thatcher and Major rule, 
the strength and unity of the UK will be 
dealt two severe body blows under his 
leadership. For in two major areas of poli¬ 
cy, both of them central to the British con¬ 
stitution. Tony Blair and his colleagues 
will make concessions to those who seek 
to deprive the British Parliament of its 
sovereign powers over the British people. 

You might consider these views an un¬ 
welcome jarring note, so early in the man s 
mandate. For is not the froth of victory 
still rising Mid bubbling from his over¬ 
flowing pint of beer? Has he not this very 
moment achieved the greatest electoral 
landslide for his party ever seen in the 
Mother of Parliaments? And is he not tal¬ 
ented, dynamic, able and charismatic? 
Why not'allow him a few days to savour 
the sweet wine of success before the bur¬ 
dens of office press in on him. and turn 
that wine to vinegar? 

True. Mr Blair is a politician of consid¬ 
erable promise, and he has earned a Ro¬ 
man-style triumph from his colleagues lor 
bringing them the pinions of power. But 
his policy on the two crucial constitutional 
i ssues lay a shadow 
over Britain's future, a 
shadow which dwarfs 
his success. 

And as the Jordanian 
public is largely una¬ 
ware about these is¬ 
sues, and as they con¬ 
cern the character and 
strength of one of the 
Hashemite Kingdom's 
closest and most impor¬ 
tant allies. 1 felt im¬ 
pelled to sound this 
warning. 

Mr Blair wishes to 
tinker with the constitu¬ 
tion, and that is danger¬ 
ous. What are the two 
issues on which he pro¬ 
poses radical changes? 

Devolution and Europe. 

In both cases his poli¬ 
cies involve enormous 
inroads on the sove¬ 
reignty of Westminster, 
the British parliament, 
over the UK. For an 
appreciation of the sig¬ 
nificance of sovereignty 
in the life of the UK, it 
is essential to remind 
oneself of the composi¬ 
tion of the UK. a com¬ 
plex amalgamation of 
four units, the king¬ 
doms of England and 
Scotland, the principal¬ 
ity of Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

Whilst England and 
Wales share a legal sys¬ 
tem. upon which most 
of the law of Northern 
Ireland is based, Scot¬ 
land has an entirely dif¬ 
ferent legal system with 
fundamentally differing 


methods of dealing with everything. 

To add to the complexity, the UK com¬ 
prises a diversity of people on the surface 
united only in allegiance to an increasing¬ 
ly-battered Crown (for the repealed as¬ 
saults led by an anti-monarchist and alien 
press-baron. Rupert Murdoch, have done it 
grave damage) and by a common tongue, 
Shakespeare's. (Despite Colonel Qadaffi’s 
claim that “Sheikh Spear" originally wrote 
in Arabic, the preponderance of evidence 
seems to refute (hat contention.) However, 
behind that allegiance to the Crown 
(which, for many, is merely symbolic) lies 
u shared Weltanschauung and common 
purpose, which has welded that diversity 
into one nation. In the words of Renan, 
that towering French thinker, “A nation is 
a soul, a spiritual principle. 

A common glory in the past, a common 
hope for the future. To have done great 
things together, to want to do them again 
—these are the conditions for the existence 
of a nation." Wales has been governed to¬ 
gether with England and in union with it 
for seven centuries. Scotland for three cen¬ 
turies. Northern Ireland for two. The peo¬ 
ples of all four areas have contributed 
enormously to the building of the British 
nation, and without any one of them, ail 
the others lose immeasurably. The UK’s 
strength, physical and spiritual, stems from 
its unity and its freedom. 



Mr Blair’s policy with regard to devolu¬ 
tion and Europe threaten that umty and 

& oJeof the fust bills Mr Blair proposes to 
submit to his new parliament provides for a 
measure of devolution for Scotland and 
Wales, involving giving them their own as¬ 
semblies. At first sight, it seems reasonable 
to at up assemblies in those countries, to 
allow a greater measure of self-government 
for their people. But once one sets up an 
independent assembly, one sows a sourer 
of major division which can lead eventually 
to the total separation of the countries. To¬ 
day, when there are conflicts between, for 
example. England and Scottish interests, 
they are settled en famtile at Westminster. 

But once there are separate assemblies in 
Edinburgh and Westminster, there will nec¬ 
essarily be a continuing struggle for power 
between them, sharpened every time there 
is a divergence of interests. This can even¬ 
tually undermine the UK. Today.'Scottish 
interests are represented in Westminster far 
beyond the number of Scots in the' Union 
would justify, for, in addition^ to all the 
Scottish constituencies with their members 
of Parliament, the new Prime Minister is 
Scottish bom and his Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer and his Lord Chancellor, are as 
Scottish as the kill. 

Together, these three offices are, argua¬ 
bly, the highest in the land after the Queen. 
Wales also has its foil represen¬ 
tation of members of parlia¬ 
ment, and there is a Secretary 
for Wales who sits in the Cabi¬ 
net, to look after its interests. 

In short, Welsh and Scottish 
interests are well-cared for at 
Westminster (though improve¬ 
ments can and should be 
made), and creating assemblies 
for them will inevitably lead to 
friction within the union, that 
may lead to its breakdown. As 
for Europe, the. majority of 
Britons are aware of the 
achievements of the European 
Union, and of the mutual ad¬ 
vantages it has brought to all of 
its members. 

But surrendering, at this 
stage, further powers in major . 
policy areas such as monetary 
policy, defence and foreign af¬ 
fairs to a Brussels bureaucra¬ 
cy, most members of which 
do not appreciate the British 
people’s needs and deeply- 
cherished individualistic 
forms of freedom, will lead to 
long-term tensions between 
Britain and other European 
Powers. 

These, together with some 
other European peoples’ 
strained relationship with 
Brussels, may. ultimately, put 
in reverse the march towards 
European unity, to the disad¬ 
vantage of all European states, 
and their friends. Mr Blair, 
beware! ■ 


Bon voyage and good riddance, Mr. Major!" 


Andrew M. Rosemarine MA 
(,Jurisprudence) BCL (Oxon.), 
is a British banister and 
specialist in European law. 
He contributed this article to 
The Star. 


Unity the theme for 


Yemen election 


UNITY IS the overriding 
theme for nearly five million 
Yemenis who went to the 
polls to elect a new parlia¬ 
ment in the country's first 
general election since the 
bloody 1994 civil war which 
left President Ali Abdallah 
Saleh in firm control. The 
elections are the first to be 
held free of threat, or fears of 
a southern secession. 

The elections, western dip¬ 
lomats agree, demonstrated 
that the president and his 
party, the General People's 
Congress (GPC), has not just 
national control but nation¬ 
wide support. 

More than 2.300 candidates 
have compered for the 301 
seats. The GPC retained an 
overall majority, while its 
erstwhile partner, the Islamist 
Yemeni Reform Group (Is- 
lah). divided the rest of the 
seats with independents. 

Because of the 20 percent 
illiteracy rate, symbols have 
been widely used by the 12- 
political parties and indepen¬ 
dents to identify their cause. 
The GPC, for example chose 
the Horse: Islah the sun. One 
independent used a mobile 
telephone as a symbol; others 
camels, falcons, dinosaurs, ri¬ 
fles, chalk and water wells. 

The Yemen Socialist party 
(YSP) the former ruling party 
of South Yemen before unity 
with the north in May 1990. 
officially boycotted the elec¬ 
tions, although some dissi¬ 
dent members stood as inde¬ 
pendents. 

Now Saleh has a clear man¬ 
date from the electorate, he 
will have to deal with the 
number of national priorities 
confronting the country. 
These relate to making ends 
met. Yemen is a small oil pro¬ 
ducer. some 385.000 barrels a 
day. Yemen is a poor country, 
with a 1996 per capita income 
of only S280, half that of 
Egypt and two-thirds that of 
India and Pakistan. 


Under an 
IMF-inspired 
economic re¬ 
structuring pro¬ 
gram. President 
Saleh has uni¬ 
fied the six ex¬ 
change rales 
(hat existed two 
years ago. 
brought annual 
inflation down 
from over 100 
percent to sev¬ 
en percent, and 
cut subsidies. 

As a result of 
subsidy cuts, 
the cost of liv¬ 
ing has soared. 

Observers 
agree the mere 
fact the election 
campaign has 
been conducted 
in a relatively 
peaceful man¬ 
ner is a remark¬ 
able achieve¬ 
ment. given Yemen's 
and turbulent history 



Sanaa—Yemenis stand in front of the posters of Ali Abdallah Saleh 
and other candidates Just before the parliamentary elections held last 
week. 


long 
as a 

country where Russian-made 
AK-47 Kalashnikovs outnum¬ 
ber its 16 million population 
by three-to-one. 

Yemen has been one coun¬ 
try only since 1990. For hun¬ 
dreds of years the northern 
part had been ruled by auto¬ 
cratic Imams from their capi¬ 
tal. Sanaa, until their authori¬ 
ty was challenged by 
republicans in 1962 and they 
were finally ousted in 1967. 
President Saleh seized control 
in 1978 and surprised almost 
everyone, not only by surviv¬ 
ing. but by successfully con¬ 
solidating his power. 

But even today the writ of 
the central government does 
not always carry to the inde¬ 
pendent tribes of the central 
highlands and desert areas 
covering an area twice the 
size of the Britain. 

Tribal kidnappings of gov¬ 
ernment officials and foreign¬ 
ers is routine , though no for¬ 


eigner has ever been harmed. 

Historical experience in the 
southern part of the country 
couid hardly have been more 
different. For centuries small 
localized population had been 
ruled by numerous Sultans 
until the British took Aden as 
a coaling-station in the 1820s 
to secure supply lines to In¬ 
dia. 

After the British withdrew 
in 1967. hard-line Marxist na¬ 
tionalists seized power in 
Aden and all over the former 
South Arabian Federation. 
Local Sultans were liquidated 
or. with thousands of others. 
Red abroad. 

When the Soviet Union dis¬ 
integrated in 1989, South 
Yemen collapsed with it. 
Within a year the YSP leader¬ 
ship embraced the illusionary 
panacea of unity. 

Disillusion, however, 
quickly set in. The YSP 
found its influence circum¬ 
vented by the power of Sanaa, 
and many resented southern 


oil revenues going into cof¬ 
fers controlled by the more 
populous north. 

Resentment increased when 
President Saleh’s decision not 
. to condemn Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990 
caused a cut-off of all west¬ 
ern aid. as well as expulsion 
from Saudi Arabia of nearly a 
million Yemenis who had 
lived and worked there for 
generations. 

It was in this climate of 
mutual accusations of disloy¬ 
alty, ballot-rigging and a 
southern sense of injustice, 
that the 1993 national elec¬ 
tions were held. 

Today many southerners 
are resigned, if not recon¬ 
ciled. But the main achieve¬ 
ment will be that the free 
elections took place at all 
Yemen is, by common con¬ 
sent. setting an example that 
none of its neighbors has yet 
dared to follow. ■ 


Financial Times 




An Arabless 
21 century! 


WITH THE current state 
of affairs in the! Arab 

worfd casting !**' 
on our possible donmptt-' 
non to the advancement of 

humanity. HRH Grow® 
prince Hassan emphasized 
the dangerous prospect of : 
en tering into the next oen? * 

wry. . . , 

The Arab world is air. 

most referred ro in the in¬ 
ternational- lexicon wife 
synonyms rather than con¬ 
tent. The intra-regional 
clusters, with various "afire? 
groupings emerging, M 
to. gain under the weight 
of disputes! It proves that 
they do not contribute to - 
unity, hut exacerbate divi¬ 
sion and discord.. • r 

It is not true also, feat 
the perception from 1 oat- 
side the Arab world is a 
distorted one. Our belief 
of this distorted image of 
ourselves is hampering us 
from acting collectively to 
claim a heritage that no 
one in fee world denies, ft'; 
yyms that we (nationals 
of Arab countries) have 
not learned that colonial¬ 
ism. imperialism, and fee 
various other “ispis” can¬ 
not remain the metaphori¬ 
cal coat hangers that we 
conveniently use to es¬ 
cape from our responsibil¬ 
ities and giro them to evil 
forces existing outside - 
and beyond our strength. 

There is plenty that can 
be done,and we.cannot go 
on in endless circles de¬ 
bating who we are, and 
what we are, trying to find 
a label for ourselves under 
an imaginary definition or 
another.-Facts are there to 
be used, and both, history, 
and geography reinforce 
those facts, for..anyone; 

with interest to see.. . V! 

Probing- r for'.’^answers 
that explain the 1 prepetnal 
disodid in' our region-is 
sti II following a class preh" 
spective sometimesv ' and 
an uitra-regionaiist one:at‘ 
the other. Yet, fee fact te; 

. mains that the geography 
of fee region is all racial-' 
sive father than exclusive.^ 
We have on one dimen-- 
don Iran, then-Israel,’ and 
after that Turkey. " - 

Regardless of ideologi¬ 
cal stands and enmities, 
they remain part of the ge» 
ography of fee region; the 
history that shaped the 
area, has been fall of rela¬ 
tions of domination, resis¬ 
tance and expansion. 
However, we have to go 
beyond and identify our 
region according to the ur¬ 
gency of imperatives feat ‘ 
surround us. 

We lack many of .fee 
givens that are taken far 
granted by the internation¬ 
al community, but that is 
enough to prompt us to., 
act collectively in the re¬ 
gion. to surmount those ’ 
difficulties by cooperation 
rather than a seif- 
motivated approach. ■ 

For a start, the issue of 
water and its scarcity can- • 
not' be resolved in uni lat¬ 
eral or bilateral approach-. 
es, but on a multilateral 
one that addresses individ¬ 
ual issues within fee 
framework of die collec¬ 
tive benefit. 

The refugee issue, is..-: 
also another striking ex¬ 
ample of the need for mul¬ 
tilateralism for its future 
resolution, rather than.. 
squeezing the issue into 
pigeon holes of individual 
countries including Jo?-., 
dan, the biggest ’ donor'/ 
country, and recipient of' 
refugees. 

Intra-regional coopera¬ 
tion is crucial for compli- 
mentality rather than the 
way competition bums 
our comparative advantag¬ 
es. As for the intemation- ■ 
al community, Jordan is'ib ; . : 
the forefront of a dialogue 
of- cultures. There is ho 
reason for fee region not. 
to move in the same direc- :• 
tion consolidating our ef- 
forts in projecting our¬ 
selves to the world. • - 

Our region has been 
known in its recent histoiy.. 
by labels: Terrorism, ex¬ 
tremism, and ostentations ^ 
wealth. Yet ironically, we';; 
have been the worst vie- ' 
tims of underileveiqpmem 
and misjustice. We have 
responded to misjustice '•* 
by being unjust to oiir- '• 
selves, in our approach to ' 
the world,-and in" our;, 
treatment of our most im- : : 
poitant issues. Now we" 
are seen through fee lens-. ; , 
cs of oil, Israel, and relig¬ 
ious fiin damentaKsm But : 
we must show that we - 
have learned fee art -of. 
governance, as well 
functional dialogue. ■ 
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Amman-Detroit 

Now, direct flights from Amman to Detroit on Saturdays. Effective 31 st of May. 

For details, cad RJ Sales Offices or your local agent 


Reflecting the Change- 


Business 

scene 


■ Jordanian dubts are 
expected to go up to S 7.5 
billion according iq 
ESCWA. Jordan indchted- 
ness in 1995 was S 6.6 hil- 
lion, but as ,i result ot' 
rescheduling this fell 10 S 6 
billion last year. It added 
that Jordan's gross domes¬ 
tic product “iGDP) will 
grow this year by 6 . 2 ^. 
which is the highest growth 
ratio for ESCWA members. 
The annual average growth 
ratio in Jordan, according to 
ESCWA should be between 
7 id X percent to absorb the 
increasing volume of man¬ 
power and reduce the level 
of unemployment in the 
Kingdom, unemployment 
ratio in Jordan is estimated 
at l3Tr. 

■ In co-operation with four 
Japanese leading compa¬ 
nies (including Mitsubishi 
and AsahJ Industrial Co.). 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
and Arab Potash are 
launching a new fertilizer 
plant which was opened in 
Aqaba early this week. This 
is the first joint venture to 
be executed between Jordan 
and Japan. Capita! allocated 
for the project is estimated 
at $34 million and amount 
totalling $S5 million is 
invested in the plant 
Appraisal operations started 
in late 1996 and output in 
commercial quantities 
started this month. The 
plant's designed annual 
productive capacity is 
300.000 tons. First ship¬ 
ment of the produce will be 
exported in mid-June via a 
Japanese vessel especially 
built to carry the Jordanian 
fertilizer. 

■ Over last year the Hous¬ 
ing Bank maintained a lead¬ 
ing role in the banking sec¬ 
tor. Its assets stood at JD 
1136 million, showing a 
rise of JD 33 million over 
1995. The Housing Bank 
generated gross profits esti¬ 
mated at JD 10.42 million. 
Its reserves balance rose to 
JD 56.3 million, that is 
twice as much as the bank's 
capita] of JD 25 million. 
Deposits totalled JD 9.8 
million by 1996. Clients' 
deposits were higher by JD 
55 million compared with 
1995. Jr? its latest meeting, 
the general assembly of the 
Housing Bank recom¬ 
mended to increase the cap¬ 
ital from JD 25 million to 
JD 50 million. 
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Aqaba set on prosperity 
through free zone 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

MARCHING ON the road to 
prosperity is the name of the 
game for the south of the 
country. Nearly, three years 
on. that is after Jordan signed 
its peace treaty with Israel, 
the Government decided tn 
take the bull by the horn and 
make the whole of Aqaba a 
free zone area. 

A bold and timely step that 
is still in the process of dis¬ 
cussion. His Royal Highness 
described the decision as a 
"comprehensive national 
development action that 
enhances Jordan's communi¬ 
cations worldwide," 

Aqaba is today witnessing 


an activity hype to improve its 
facilities and services to be¬ 
come a free /one area. 

If is embarking on a whole 
new plan to simplify adminis¬ 
trative procedures related to 
transit passengers arriving at 
Aqnha and encourage touristic 
investments. 

Alt Al Dajani, an economic 
expert in the Chamber of in¬ 
dustry told The Star that 
"making Aqaba a free zone 
was an old demand from the 
private sector, and we can eas¬ 
ily achieve such a goat as the 
port is close to other free 
zones worldwide." It is a ra¬ 
tional and wise decision, he 
added. 

However, he elaborated that 
only part of Aqaba should he 


nude a free /one. He stress?J 
that if the whole of Aqaba is 
nude into a “free /one." this 
would imply that the cicj 
cnuld become “a customs- 
dn.sed area, something that 
could actually hamper the 
move me in of trade. 

Making Aqaba a "partially 
free /one area" would 
increase the harbor’s impor¬ 
tance as a commercial and 
touristic center in the region. 
Al Dajani continued. 

On the other hand, the head 
of the Aqaba Regional 
Authority iARAf Dr Faye/ Al 
Khasawnch emphasized that 
making Aqaba a free zone 
area is a Jordanian decision 
that would attract worldwide 
in vestments. 


The ARA Junctions as a 
governmental department that 
is authorized to carryout a 
comprehensive economic and 
social development strategy in 
the Jordan rift valley. 

The Authority's first dcvel- 
optnent pi.in was launched in 
iy85-t‘tSfi until the year 
However due to politi¬ 
cal events during the i‘)90s. 
including the second Gulf 
War and the setbacks in the 
peace process, this plan was 
altered. Changes were made 
in 1994 til! 2020 to modernize 
some projects in the port and 
resume the execution «»l oth¬ 
ers to meet the requirements 
of industrial development. 

Aqaba port is of a crucial 
importance to Jordan's ccun- 


Oil venue stresses negative 
aspects of sanctions on region 


By Chris tain DoumiC 

Special to The Star 

NICOSIA. Cyprus—A major 
international conference 
"Middle East Petroleum and 
UNAJS Sanctions. Impacts 
and Prospects" was held in 
Nicosia from 28-30 April 
1997. The programme which 
highlighted an overview of 
the petroleum industry in 
Iran. Iraq, and Libya attract¬ 
ed a panoply of speakers From 
the United Stales. Europe, 
Iraq and Jordan. 

Papers by various experts 
covered the background of 
sanctions and the direct im¬ 
pact on the petroleum indus¬ 
try as well as their indirect ef¬ 
fects on other economic 
sectors. Other topics included 
an assessment of petroleum 
reserves, and resources, oil 
and gas production, export ca¬ 
pacity, the downstream sector 
and the need for foreign tech¬ 
nology. expertise, and fi¬ 
nance. 

The first session which was 
chaired by Dr Hishara Al 
Khatib, former Jordanian min¬ 
ister of energy and current 
honorary chairman of the 
World Energy Council includ¬ 
ed several papers on sanc¬ 
tions: The view from Wash¬ 
ington by Robert Pelletreau); 
A view from Europe by Dr 
Michael Polch from the Euro¬ 
pean Commission; and a view 
from Baghdad by Dr A. A. Al 
Anbari. a former Iraqi ambas¬ 
sador to the UN during the 
last Gulf War. 

Following the opening re¬ 
marks. the keynote address: 
"The Oil Weapon: An Over¬ 
view of Boycotts, embargoes 
and Sanctions," was made by 
Dr Edward Morse, publisher 
of the Energy Intelligence 
Croup. 

Dr Morse intimated that the 
US- imposed sanctions were 
adopted unilaterally. "They 
are imposed because it is 
deemed morally correct to do 
so and because it makes poli¬ 
ticians feel good." This makes 


Ihcir lifting cxtrcmrly dilfi- 
cult. Dr Morse believes that 
sanctions have lost their dip¬ 
lomatic focus and clarity. 
This is not only confusing to 
allies and target governments 
but also involves the extra¬ 
territorial application of US 
law which is causing disa¬ 
greement with allies. 

It is ironic, says Dr Morse 
that the US should become 
the principal proponent of 
using the oil weapon hut 
instead, he continues, the US 
should be exercising leader¬ 
ship to prevent its indiscrimi¬ 
nate use as well as the use of 
secondary boycotts resorting 
to them only when the stakes 
are truly high and when there 
is an operating consensus on 
their application 

internationally. 

But the fact is clear. Dr 
Morse concludes, the US can 
“get away” with using sanc¬ 
tions for a long time. The rea¬ 
son for that is inherent in the 
current structure of the chess¬ 
board of international diplo¬ 
macy. The stakes Tor Britain. 
France. Russia. China or any 
other power are simply loo 
low now and in the foreseea¬ 
ble future to engage in a colli¬ 
sion course with Washington. 

The next paper “the View 
from Washington on Sanc¬ 
tions against Iraq, Iran and 
Libya was delivered by Rob¬ 
ert Pelletreau. former Assist¬ 
ant Secretary of Slate for 
Near Eastern Affairs from 
February 1994 through Janu¬ 
ary 1997. After stating that 
the US bore no ill wilt 
towards the people of Iraq. 
Iran, and Libya. Mr PeJIc- 
treau dismissed slogan of 
“dead containment" or "triple 
containment as misleading 
and US policy lowurd each 
regime was costume designed 
to deal with specific problems 
as perceived by Washington. 
Referring to Resolution 
986—or oii-for-food deal— 
which Iraq is portraying ax 
the beginning of the end of 
‘sanctions, Mr Pelletreau say.x 


clearly ihis is not the view in 
Washington. The US view is 
that Resolution 986 has made 
the international coalition 
stronger because it has 
removed the argument that the 
United Nations was responsi¬ 
ble for the suffering of the 
Iraqi people-nof iheir own 
government. 

Another interesting paper 
was delivered by Dr A.A. Al 
Anbari. former Iraqi Ambas¬ 
sador to the UN during the 
Gulf crisis as well as head of 
the Iraqi delegation in the 
negotiaiions leading to 
, Resolution 986. 

In his presentation Dr AI 
Anbari says that Iraq has com¬ 
plied with alt UN resolutions 
and that the Security Council 
continues to make new 
demand and find new pretexts 
lor keeping the sanctions. Dr 
Al Anbari raises the ethical 
quest ion of whether suffering 
inflicted on the Iraqi popula¬ 
tion is legitimate in exerting 
pressure on political leaders 
and he also notes that sanc¬ 
tions arc complicating the 
work of humanitarian 
agencies. 

Another important paper 
dealing with the international 
legal aspects of the UN Sanc¬ 
tions on Iraq was delivered by 
Peter Malanczuk. former legal 
assistant ot the President of 
the Iran—United Slates claim 
Tribunal at the Hague— 
outlining the oil-for-food deal 
which he describes as mis¬ 
leading Dr Meianczuk estab¬ 
lishes the failure of due pro¬ 
cess of law and the defects of 
the UN Compensation Com¬ 
mission for claims against 
Iraq a new proposes possible 
legal remedies. 

Outlining the effects of 
Sanctions on Jordan and its 
Economic Sectors" was ’the 
topic of this writer. In his 
presentation Mr Christian 
Doumit. establishes that 
whilst Jordan was not a target 
of the embargo against Iraq it 
may very well he its greatest 
victim. 


Having fully cooperated 
with the UN in the implemen¬ 
tation of Security Council 
Resolution 6 b f the Jordanian 
economy continues to suffer 
from the sanctions regime 
against Iraq. Mr Doumit 
■stressed that unlike the GCC 
states. Jordan did not have 
adequate natural resources 
and affected to the imerna- 
ftfmal enmmunby for finan¬ 
cial assistance the help 
improve the economy. ■ 


umy Making Aqaba a free 
zor.e will further highlight its 
link between Asia, Africa and 
the world. Al Dajjiti said. 

It will become a passage 
for commodities destined to 
Europe and vice-a-versa. 

Al Dajani added that such a 
development will help the 
trade sector and provide more 
job opportunities for people 
in the area. Also, transport 
and banking sectors are 
expected to see noticeable 
growth when concrete steps 
are taken to make Aqaba a 
free zone. 

The annual operational 
capacity of the Aqaba port is 
30 million tons but it pres¬ 
ently handles about 10 mil¬ 
lion tons a year. 

Affected by the second Gulf 
war when trade movement 
with Iraq ceased, the port's 
operating capacity went down 
to 24 million ions. 

However, the plans are 
moving on to modernize the 
pon and revive its activity 
through co-operation and co¬ 
ordination with international 
shippers. 

Dr Khasawneh points out 
that Aqaba has the best infra¬ 
structure in the Kingdom and 
this means it is easy to make it 
a free /one. 

No further details are avail¬ 
able on the the proposed free 
zone. Officials at the Public 
Pons Corp.. say ihai the mat¬ 
ter is still in the hands of the 
prime ministry, yet such a 
decision will have to be stud¬ 
ied very- carefully because of 
the enormity of the project. ■ 


Business Chronicle 


AFM decline marred by 
political uncertainty 

DURING THE first quarter of the year, share dealings at 
Amman Financial Market recorded a continuous decline 
mostly affected by the latest political developments both 
locally and regionally. Continuing uncertainty over the fate 
of the peace process have sent shares tumbling down after 
reaching top points. 

Despite this, some economic observers have stressed 
that the economic situation is encouraging, particularly i n 
the light of rhe low and attractive stock prices available at 
the AFM. 

But this is not all. Foreign reserves at the Central Bank 
of Jordan increased to $90 million, the budget deficit ratio 
dropped, the balance of payment remained"stable and the 
national income recorded a rise at six percent. However, 
all these encouraging indicators failed to activate stock 
dealings, and the volume of supply was much more than 
the size of demand. Dealers were much interested in trying 
warranted shares such as (hose of (he Arab Bank. Arab 
Potash. Cement Factories and Phosphate, despite their 
shortage of supply. 

Investors have become sure that the yield on invest¬ 
ments is not profitable compared with yield on the banking 
interest ratio. 

The official index showed a noticeable fall since lost 
month to reach 150.22 points. However, if the political sit¬ 
uation remains unchanged, the index is expected to slip 
even below the psychological barrier of 150 points. 

For some dealers who see that there is still room for op¬ 
timism. the approval of the companies and securities draft 
laws will help activate stocks' movement at (he market. 
They hope that the government lives up to its promises to 
improve cash liquidity in the market by liberalizing foreign 
currency. 

In contrast, other dealers who only see the empty half of 
the cup. say that share dealings will continue to fall dra¬ 
matically. unless positive political developments occur. 

A study provided by a group of researchers, among them 
Ziyad Al Basha from the British Bank, poim out that since 
the AFM is one of the "cheapest emerging markets." a ra¬ 
tional investment policy should be taken by Jordanian 
banks, to build what he calls "a defensive and aggressive 
portfolios." 

AFM director. Wahib Al Shaer says that the 50 percent 
ceiling allowed for foreign investment at the market should 
be increased. Foreign investors show increasing inteVcst in 
the AFM and what is needed is to provide these investors 
with the proper incentives they need. ■ 
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Blair appoints 
balance of Cabinet 


LONDON—The Labor Party 
was voted in power last week 
after 18 years of conservative 
rale. Labor Party members 
were in jubiliant mood as they 
.. are looking forward to enjoying 
the fruits of a Labour victory. 

Today's Labor Party has new 
modem slick image that is 
regarded as necessary to lead 
Britain into the next century. Its 
party leader, Tony Blair, 46, is 
one of the youngest to be 
elected as prime minister. 

After elections he got down 
straight to business. He com¬ 
pleted a Cabinet of Labor Party 
friends and allies here Saturday 
on his lirsl full day in office as 
' the British government 
smoothly slipped into new lead¬ 
ership after nearly a generation 
of Conservative Party rule. 

"For 18 years. J 8 long years, 
our party has been in opposi¬ 
tion.” Blair declared last ear¬ 
lier. “...Today we are charged 
with the deep responsibility of 
government. Today enough of 
talking, it is now time to do.” 

There were few surprises as 
the 43-year-old Blair, getting 
down to work at 10 Downing 
Street, filled the last of2l Cab¬ 
inet posts. The Cabinet 
includes a record five women 
and the first avowed homosex¬ 
ual to sit in a British Cabinet: 
Chris Smith as heritage 
minister. 

For the key. post as Northern 
Ireland secretary. Blair turned 
to che pugnacious and out¬ 
spoken Marjorie Mowlam, who 
recently recovered from sur¬ 
gery for a benign brain tumor. 
She went immediately to Bel¬ 
fast. where all-party peace talks 
. are moribund and Sinn Fein 
demands entry without a new 
cease-fire by its armed wing, 
the Irish Republican Army. 

The Education Department 
was scrambling in the transi¬ 
tion, as a team of readers with 
high security clearances was 
being assembled to read docu¬ 
ments onto tape for Education 
Minister David Blunkett, who 
is blind. 

Blair, who dragged Labor 
horn its leftist roots to the polit¬ 
ical center, balanced right and 
left in his Cabinet choices. 
Free-speaking Clare Short's 
appointment as minister for 
overseas development will 
please the party's left, for 
example. 

Other women named include 
Trade Secretary Margaret 


Beckett, Social 
Security Secretary 
Harriet Hannan and 
Ann Taylor as leader 
of the House of 
Commons, a key par¬ 
liamentary job. 

Other appointments 
Saturday included 
George Robertson as 
defense secretary, 

Donald Dewar as 
Scottish secretary 
and Ron Davies as 
Welsh secretary. 

The quick transi¬ 
tion in pan reflects 
the British system, 
under which the 
party in opposition— 
where Labor lan¬ 
guished for 18 
years—appoints 
“shadow” Cabinet 
ministers who 

become expert in a 
particular depart¬ 
ment and its policies. 

For example, Robin 
Cook, who will over¬ 
see Britain's foreign 
affairs, had been 
shadow foreign min¬ 
ister since the Con¬ 
servatives took 
power in 1979. 

The Conserva¬ 
tives, humbled at the 
polls, suffered a new 
setback Saturday. 

Michael Heseltine, 
former Prime Minis¬ 
ter John Major's 
deputy and a strong 
potential successor 
as party leader, suf¬ 
fered what was 
described as a mild 
angina attack. 

After the attack 
Heseltine decided he 
would not seek the 
Tory leadership. 
Conservative head¬ 
quarters reported. Analysts 
expect a messy succession fight 
in a party discouraged by a 
defeat of historic proportions 
and divided over Britain’s role 
in a united Europe. 

However, Kenneth Clark, the 
former chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer and an ardent pro- 
European has said that he will 
stand as a candidate for the 
next elections for the Tory 
leadership. 

This was the biggest elec¬ 
tions defeat for the Conserva¬ 
tives since 1832. However, 
John Major who is now 



TONY BLAIR 
Britain's new I 


expected to become an ordi¬ 
nary Backbencher took it all in 
good spirits. Speaking about 
his party's election defeat he 
told journalists that ‘‘politics is 
a rough old trade.” you have to 
accept the smooth and the 
rough. 

Amid the settling political 
dust there was time as well for 
housekeeping. Blair and his 
wife, Cberie, concluded that the 
two-bedroom apartment above 
the prime minister s office at 10 
Downing St. is too small for 
them and their three schooi-age 
children. Blair is the first prime 


minister since Ramsy 
MacDonald 

So they may move next door 
to 11 Downing Sl. which has 
five bedrooms and three bath¬ 
rooms and is the usual residence 
of the finance minister. 

As it turns out, Gordon 
Brown, the new chancellor of 
the exchequer and a bachelor, is 
one of the Blair family's closest 
friends, so an apartment switch 
is unlikely to provide the new 
government's first crisis. ■ 

Li Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Refugees with more 
than hate in common 


I 


“We can 


give us juigci triui ujtct w-f forrina tQ ~ 

concentration camps and killed people in die hospital,” Mona said, tej g « 
the massacre by Serb fighters of about 260 Croat men, some of them s > : - 

sheltering in Vukovar hospital when the town felL^ 

° • sosld recalled 


By Guy Dinmore 

MARIA SUSK1 sits in a small 
room in Zagreb, trying to con¬ 
tain her hatred for a man she 
has never met. More than 200 
miles to the east, Milan C.. sits 
in a bomb-damaged house he 
has rebuilt and fears for his life. 

They are both refugees. 
Maria is a Croat, Milan a Serb 
and he is living with his wife 
and three children in Maria's 
house in Serb-occupied Vuko- 
var in Croatia’s region of East¬ 
ern Slavonia. 

“We want to go back but we 
don't want to live with the 
Serbs." said Maria, describing 
the horrors of living through a 
three-month bombardment of 
Vukovor and its final capture 
by the Serbian-dominated 
Yugoslav National Army in 
1991. Her son was badly 
wounded while escaping 
through the front-lines deeper 
into Croatia. Her sister-in-law 
was killed. 

"We can never forgive or 
forget that after the fighting 
they took Croats to concentra¬ 
tion camps and killed people in 
the hospital." Maria said, refer¬ 
ring to the massacre by Serb 
fighters of about 260 Croat 
men, some of them soldiers, 
sheltering in Vukovar hospital 
when Lhe town fell. Most of 
their bodies have since been 
exhumed by the war crimes tri¬ 
bunal for former Yugoslavia 
from a mass grave. 

Maria was lucky. She and 
her daughter were taken pris¬ 
oner but released unharmed 
after spending a week locked 
up in a bus. They now live as 
refugees in the crowded 
Laguna Hotel, in the capital 
Zagreb, waiting for the day 
they can return. It is soon 
approaching. 

With nostalgia Maria 
describes her home, number 32 
Slavka Rodica, close to the 
Dudik monument marking the 
slaughter there of 455 Serbs by 
Croatian fascists during the sec¬ 
ond world war. The house had 
a beautiful oak fence, two bed¬ 
rooms and a small garden with 
a magnolia tree, she says and 
gives me directions. 

“They would rather tear it 


down if they have to leave. 
They will destroy my house.” 
she says. 

I drive across fertile fiat- 
lands. past the nodding don¬ 
keys of oil fields, through the 
UN-controlled checkpoint to 
Vukovar. 

Again Maria is lucky. Half 
the houses in her street lie in 
ruins, weeds and young trees 
sprouting amid the rubble, But 
number 32 is still there, its 
outer walls pock-marked by 
shrapnel, just one room blasted 
by two direct hits. The Danube, 
marking Croatia's eastern bor¬ 
der with Seibia, sweeps by. 
Gypsy girls tend goals and 
scavenge along its banks. 

Milan opens the gate the oak 
fence somehow survived and 
invites me in to the small 
kitchen for Turkish coffee. He 
tells his story of the war how 
his truck was seized by Croa¬ 
tian soldiers and used as a bar¬ 
ricade. His own house in Vuko¬ 
var was on the front-line and 
became a Croatian-held bunker 
before being burnt to 'the 
ground. 

A rough-looking peasant- 
soldier in his 40s, Milan speaks 
with eloquence. He asks that 
his surname not be used, for 
although he says he was an 
ordinary soldier he is on a list 
of 150 Setbs accused by the 
Croatian authorities of war 
crimes. He knows he cannot 
stay in Vukovar. On July 15 the 
5,000-strong UN force there 
will begin to pull out and band 
over complete control of East¬ 
ern Slavonia and its 150,000 
people to the Croatian govern¬ 
ment. based on an agreement 
hammered out between Croatia 
and Seibia in November 1995. 

“This is similar to mine. 
That's why I’m taking care of 
it. I rebuilt the roof,” Milan 
said. “I'd like Maria Suski to 
come and I'll put the keys in 
her hands. I hold nothing 
against her, only the extreme 
nationalists wbo want to come 
back.” 

Few Serbs in Vukovar truly 
believe the two communities 
can live together peacefully 
again. Officials estimate at 
least 20,000 people will soon 
flee while the majority will 


wait and see._ 

Most vulnerable are teas of 
thou sands ’of. Serb refugees 
who fled to Eastern Slavonia 
from Serb-held Krajina and 
Weston Slavonia dining two 
lightning Croatian offensives 
in the summer of 1995. Many 
now live in the former homes 
of Croats and have nowhere to 
go. There is still a conceited 
campaign of intunidacibn 
against the few Serbs left in 
Krajina and Western Slavonia. 

Both sides say they were the 
victims of the 1991-1995 war. 
For the Christian Orthodox 
Serbs it was a war to prevent 
the break up of Yugoslavia and 
protect their rights as a perse¬ 
cuted minority. For the Raman 
Catholic Croats it was a just 
liberation struggle to stop 
Croatia being swallowed up 
into a "Greater Seibia” ruled 
from distant Belgrade and 
implemented by blood-thirsty 
natio nalis t paramilitaries. 

Slezana Baric, a Serb jour¬ 
nalist for the Polidka newspa¬ 
per, said in May 1991. before 
war broke out, she was beaten 
up in the street by a screaming 
mob then taken to the offices in 
Osijek of Branimir Gtavas, an 
ultra-nationalist of the Croa¬ 
tia's ruling Democratic Union 
(HDZ). 

“Gtavas wanted to kill me 
and gave me to his soldiers to 
have fun,” she said and pro¬ 
duced court testimonies by 
other Serbs of war crimes 
allegedly co mmi tted by Croats, 
some in Vukovar hospital by 
doctors celebrated as war 
heroes in Croatia. 

Nationalist passions surfaced 
again during local elections 
organised by the United 
Nations this month. The offi¬ 
cial campaign slogan of the 
fringe Croatian Justice Party 
(HSPJ: “For a happier Croatian 
family, one vote for the HSP is 
one Chetnik (Serb nationalist) 
less in the Danube area.” 

In late March a group of 
Croatian politicians and the 
director of Vukovar hospital 
crossed into the town under 
UN'protection and held a news 
conference. A crowd of angry 
Serbs pelted them with eggs, 
denouncing them as war 
criminals. 
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Mana _ . .. • . 

phone call she recaved soon, 
afterwards from r woman who ; . • 
said “Hus Is Serbian Vokovar* ' . , 

and refused to give her name. .. 

“We bombarded them wj >. . 
eggs and when you come back 
vrtT wiU bombard you wft 
bombs;’ the caUer sakLlvJmia v: - 
recognized the voice-^Wc 
were best friends. She came for *■ 

coffee every day.” . 

Caught in the middle is the 
UN Transitional Administra- ' 
tion in Eastern Slavonia beaded : 
by Jacques Klein, a cigar- 
smoking, no-nonsense Ameri¬ 
can general. Klein's job is to 
hand over control to Croatia 
and oversee the peaceful rcuite- 
gration of refugees. To heal the 
wounds of war the UN has- 
organized sponsored visits in 
and out'of the region by 40,000 ; 
people, demilitarized the area 
set up a joint Serb-Cioat; 
police force. U 

But hatred and distrust per- l 
“sisL People on both sides get 
threatening phone, calls and - 
messages. One fax sent to the 
Seifr coimdl tn.Vokovar bore 
the second world war insignia 
'of the Nazf-puppet Ustashe 
government that slaughtered 
.many Serbs, Moslems and 
Jews. It “sentenced to death” 
Jacques K3efrv the American 
General in charge of the UN i 
Transitional Administration in 
the region, and 11 prominent 
Serbs. 

Threats are coded in the lan¬ 
guage of religious and ethnic 
hatred._ Syjetiana Neste, an . 
economist working for the Serb - 
assembly, xri Vukovar, said the ; 
owners df the house she is liy- . 
ing in repeatedly called to wish-. 

' her a Happy Easter and ask her . * 
if she was “feeling comforts- J 
ble.” The Catholic Easter fells ’ 
one month before the Serb 
Orthodox festival.'• 

Returning’ to Zagreb r I tell' 
Maria that Milan, is*wiifing to 
hand over the keys tplier house ' 
in personal gpvevher his •tdte- 1 .’- 
phone number.'She-is moved:-- 
“Perhaps we can all live 
together again*", - she says. • 
"Whoknowsra 

- Financial Times, . 

Syndication 


When it comes to smog, 
China is the air apparent 


By Henry Cbu 

BEIJING—Miss Zhang has her regulars, 
customers who come looking for a hit as 
often as every other day. They lean back 
in recliners while she sticks a tube up one 
of their nostrils. They inhale deeply for 
up to 20 minutes. Then they leave feeling 
invigorated and better able to cope with 
the stresses of urban living. 

What is the source of this high? “Pure, 
medical oxygen." announces the poster on 
the wall of the Beijing Recreation Center, 
where Zhang, a svelte young woman, wel¬ 
comes her well-heeled patrons. 

Welcome to one of the smoggiest cities 
on Earth, where the sheltering Sky is a 
leaden gray and the people beneath pay 
for shots of good, clean air in a handful of 


"oxygen bars” around town. 

'Hie customers seek a variety of bene¬ 
fits—a better complexion, a longer life, a 
clearer mind. But the existence of these 
establishments underlines a single fact: In 
Beijing, air quality has become something 
of an oxymoron. 

By one measure, the atmosphere here is 
two to five times dirtier than that in Los 
Angeles—a sobering statistic for this cap¬ 
ital's population of 11 million. 

The level of pollutants in the Beijing 
air continually exceeds standards deemed 
acceptable by the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion. And experts say the situation is 
unlikely to improve demonstrably any 
time soon as China races pell-mell into 
the industrial and consumer ages in one 
go, spewing soot from its factories and 


fumes from its growing fleet of privately 
owned cars. 

"When l was a little boy in Beijing, the 
blue sky was really impressive. I can still 
remember that," said Liang Congjie, pres¬ 
ident of Friends of Nature, a local envi¬ 
ronmental group. “Nowadays it’s so hard 
for you to see the blue" 

Things have reached such a pitch that 
the Chinese government, loath to admit 
failings of any kind, has declared pollu¬ 
tion a national crisis. 

In u surprisingly frank assessment last 
year, China's top environmental official. 
Xie Zhenhua. described the country's 
ecosystem as "grave” and predicted that 
China would have to spend J50 billion 
over the next five years to bring air and 
water pollution under control. Beijing has 


appealed to the World Bank for help. 

"Everyone recognizes the problem.” 
said Steve Judd, who studies energy and 
climate at the World Wildlife Fund’s new 
office here. “Now we have to focus on 
solutions." 

Already. China has spent millions of 
dollars in an effort to clean up its skies by 
phasing out leaded gasoline and shutting 
down thousands of the worst-offending 
factories. The government has toughened 
anti-pollution laws, even calling for the 
death penally in severe cases of environ¬ 
mental crime. 

But protecting the air remains a monu¬ 
mental task for a nation wedded to dou¬ 
ble-digit economic growth and saddled 
with political and geographical burdens 
that literally leave its citizens gasping for 
breath. 

In Beijing, breathing the air for a day is 
equal to smoking three packs of unfiltered 
cigarettes, one study concluded. Lung 
cancer is now the deadliest form of cancer 
in China's urban areas, and a quarter of 
all deaths in China are caused by respira¬ 
tory diseases, although it is impossible to 
separate the effects of pollution from 
actual cigarette smoking, a popular 
pastime. 

“If you already have asthma, and then 
you go to Beijing, you're killing your¬ 
self." said Vaclav Smil, an environmental 
scientist at the University of Manitoba 
who studies pollution in China. 

Much of Beijing's pollution is flushed 
into Lhe air by industrial works, such as 
the massive Capital Iron ft Steel Corp., 
not far from the summer palaces and 
parks built by Chinese emperors to enjoy 
the city's scenic beauty. The plant boasts 
a work force of 200,000 and unleashes 
high concentrations of sulfur dioxide, a 
major pollutant and contributor to add 
rain. 

“No capital in the world has such a big 
steel corporation, with 10 million tons of 
capacity a year.” Liang said. 

In ilie winter, whose chili is just now 
fading, the factory's enormous appetite 
for state-subsidized coal combines with 
that of thousands of household heaters to 
cloak Beijing with sool 

China, the world's largest consumer of 
coal, bums 1.3 billion tons each year, the 
source of 75 percent of its energy—and 
most of its unhealthfu! air, according to 
government figures. 

Yet because Capital Iron ft Steel is a 
linchpin in the economy, the government 
will no more ask the company to slash 
production or move operations than it will 
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Looking for clean air; Chinese cities may have no choice but to continue to ' 
build upwards 


order Beijingers to stop heating their 
homes with the coal briquettes delivered 
by young men on bikes. 

The result: eyes that smart, throats that 
close, lungs that labor. 

“Yesterday I could actually taste the 
sulfur in the air in my office,” said Sea¬ 
mus Ryan, an Irish doctor wbo works in 
Beijing. “It really is dreadful.” 

But for many of China's leaders and 
citizens, the war on pollution and the war 
on poverty cannot te fought at the same 
time, forcing a grim political choice in 
which the environment loses. 

“You cannot close down all the facto¬ 
ries overnight They're the backbone of 
economic development,” said Liang. 
“How would you deal with all these 
unemployed workers?" 

Nor can you remove Beijing from the 
north of China, among the dustiest settled 
regions on the planet. Winds sweep in 
sand from the Gobi Desert which gets 
caught up with fuel-combustion byprod¬ 
ucts to turn the air into a thick stew of 
particulate matter. 

China has five of the world's Top 10 
smoggiest cities. Including Beijing and 
Shanghai, according to the World Bank, 
which ranks Mexico City at the top of the 
list. 

Private automobiles have exploded 
onto the scene in Beijing, An independent 
local polling company recently found that 
two-thirds of residents are in favor of pri¬ 
vate cars, symbols of personal wealth in 
China's rapid modernization. 

Compared with Los Angeles, home of 
6.2 million cars in 1994, Beijing lags far 
behind, with slightly more than 1 million 
at the end of last year. But the number is 
steadily climbing. 

“With more cars on the road, the air 
has become much dirtier” says one 30- 
year-old woman who sits by the street 


throughout the day hawking fresh fruit. Spi 
The cars bum leaded foci, which not 
only pumps tons of lead into the air but 
also renders catalytic converters use¬ 
less—devices, now standard in California 
cars, that reduce pollutants. By the new 
year. Beijing motorists are supposed to 
switch to unleaded gas, followed by the 
rest of the nation in the year 2000 . 

With the increasing supply of cars, 
however, “even if these cars are cleaner 
and more efficient, at best you can hope" 
that (Beijing) will be standing, still” in 
terms of pollution. Smil said. ‘That's 
optimistic” 

. Smil and others doubt that China will 
be able to pull itself out of its ecological • 
morass in the near future. But they draw . 
some hope from the govemmen's staled a- 
commitmem to improving the environ- WC 
meat, while understanding that political 
and economic realities often prevail, 

Last year. President Jiang Zemin 
reportedly denounced the old formula of 
pursuing economic gains first, then clean¬ 
ing up afterward. The stare-run China 
Daily reported last month that the govern- " • 
ment shut down nearly 63,000 small fee- 
tones between September and the end of 
March in a bid to stop the nation's .worst 
air and water polluters. 

Chinese journalists have been ordered 
to beef up their coverage of environmen¬ 
tal issues, such as Beijing’s successful 
push to install natural gas for heating and 
cooking in new apartments. Begi nning j n . 
June, television stations in major Chinese 
cities will broadcast weekly air-quality 
readings. And the National Environment,. 
Protection Agency plana to set up a group 
of green" schools within a few years to 
teach environmental‘protection and con- • 
servation to studentg of all ages. ■ 

p 

LA Times- Washington Post ' 
News Service 
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Apple Hill at the NMC to award scholarship 


UN SA IVRDAY Is) Mav at h pm at she* National 
Mu'ic Con'crvalorv iNMCi <■! the Noor Al Husv 
cin Foundation. the winner of the HW7 Apple Hill 
Scholarship will he announced by the Apple Hill 
Chamber Musk IZn&cmhlc who will vi»j; ihi; 
NIMC especially for lhis purpose. 

The Apple Hill members will llrsi listen to the 
nominees who hau 1 applied lor ihe scholarship. 
I hey include all Mudenis at she NMC. composer 
Omar Mar ji niolint. Musa Abu Arqocib rper¬ 
cuss ion?. I.ila Furminiiviolini. Zdn Zabana *pi- 
Hrisar Elias (violin i. Laitb Abushaar •uo- 
lin). Basil Thcodory iviolini. Fadi Hat tar 
urllm Munur Snmjnh fpiano( and Rami (ju- 
hain < \ n>lim 

Apple Hill Chamber Efi-vmble was founded in 
l‘C v and consists ul a violinist, a cellist, a *. iolist. 


a eontnbas> player and two pianists. 

It is considered one >V the foremost Chamber 
Ensembles in the I'niieJ Stales. Its members con¬ 
stitute the core of the artist and musicians uf (he 
international Apple Hill Summer Camp. Each 
year the Ensemble tours various countries to grant 
scholarship' for vuurre musicians with exception¬ 
al ulent from all over the world to participate in 
the Apple Hill Summer Camp held annually in 
New Hampshire. USA 

Jordan has won the annual Apple Hill Scholar¬ 
ship for five consecutive times starting from 1*W2 
through the students ol the NMC. Mone Alkha- 
laileh i violin- Faris Ja'nini iviolini Nabeel Bu- 
ios (violin?, Hanu Malhas iviolini. Karma Elias; 
i violin? and Amiroush Issa urontrabasist. ■ 


A musical fiesta 
held in Amman 


By Chris tain Doumit 

Spt\ ml tu Tit,' S:ur 

I t wjs one of those memorable musical even¬ 
ings lolli'wed h\ dinner .rnd a gathering of 
the o|J guard, or of those who linger on after 
all the guests have departed that makes one 
think the good old times are hack. 

Swiss pianist Werner Btirischi last Friday 
gave a private piano recital at the Swiss Ambas¬ 
sador's residence in Amman. Mr Gian Frodrien 
Pvdopte. 

His program was well selected giving us in 
one sitting Mazart. Bach. Faurti. Aibn (i dis¬ 
covered he was a contemporary of Liszt). Cho¬ 
pin. Franz Liszt, and two compositions of the 
pianist himself. "Sammclsurium" and "Frohmor- 
gens am Duubenscc." 

The range of expression Bartschi possesses 
from the fine lyricism and spirituality of Faure 
and Chopin to the raging explosion of power of 
Liszt is extraordinary. Chopin was the first great 
composer to whom the modern paino became 
the only possible means of expression and his 
immiuuors and followers filled the rest of the 
Will century and into the 20 century. Rachma- 
ninofT was entirely under his spell. Liszt's own 
technique is bused on Chopin's but where Cho¬ 
pin always clung to a pure pianism. Liszt 
exploited the coloristic and orchestral possibili¬ 
ties of the instrument. 

My favourite piece that evening was Franz 
Liszt's “Vallce d'Obermann" which Bartschi 


performed with much gucsio. This iiunpn-iin-in, 
despite its strong evocative qualitio-. can riglu- 
fully he called display music purporting to show 
that’ the piuim cun match the opera .md the 
orchestra. 

The mysterious relationship between Lis/i 
and two instruments enhanceJ the development 
of the bombeshc strain in him. Tlieie me times 
when Liszt become noisy, almost bordering on 
vulgarity, but he always remains musical. 

"Bartschi also performed one ol his own 
piano compositions. "Fnihmorpens am IXiu- 
hensce" which trunslate as “Early iiK>rnings on 
the Dauhenscc in the Swiss Alps. 

Here the composer captured wli.u he hcaul. 
The freedom of his musical construction-, were 
determined solely by nature a* the source of 
inspiration rather than the conventional lorm ol 
classical construction. 

And like Liszt before him and the composers 
who found inspiration in the lyrical romanticism 
of the German forest. Bartschi simply recog¬ 
nized that every inic an lorm must find its own 
means of expression. 

Bom in 1950 in Zurich. Barclschi commands 
a large repertoire ranging from early Baroque to 
contemporary. He has held many concerts both 
at home and abroad and has been involved in 
radio broadcasts and television appearances 
TTiis event at the ambassador's residence was a 
private function and pari of a visit m Jordan 
where he held u concert in Petra among other 
places. A 


Inter.Con hosts reception 
for Rotorians 



ON SATURDAY 3 May. Hotel Imer.Cuniincnul held a cocktail reception to welcome the Rotarian 
participants to Jordan. One thousand Roi.irian members attended the reception. They were greeted by 
i\lr Chattfci Ayoub. general manager and a Rotarian member himself and Maznoua Malbas, the 
sales director at the hotel. 

The Iasi Rularian District Conference was held in Amman in 1989. The conference program has 
been arranged during morning business hours, so ihat Rotarian members can have the opportunity to 
visit Jordan's renowned tuurisl and historical sites. ■ 


“Crossing Borders” seeks to 
bring countries closer together 



AMMAN (Star!—This Spring. Bani 
Humida and 12 countries invites you 
to cross borders with (hem af the 
Exhibition Hall of the Jordan Contrac¬ 
tors Association's Building in a 
unique event held for the first time by 
Bani Hamida. it is being held under 
the patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. 

"Crossing Borders." an event that 
will start Thursday. 8 May. means 
breaking free from repetition. Bani 
Hamida affirms its dedication to 
present new colors, motifs, and 
designs using accumulated experience 
lo present heritage in a new costume 
each and every time. 

You will not need a Visa or a plane 
ticket, you will not need to pack and 
leave the kids with your relatives or 
worry if the neighbor will look after 
your cat and dog while you are away 
learning about new countries. 

At the Bani Hamida Exhibition you 
will get to know uhoul Australia. Can¬ 
ada. ^Denmark. Germany. Indonesia. 
Italy. Japan. Norway. South Africa, 
Turkey, the United kingdom, and the 
United States or America. 

"Crossins Borders" shaking hands 
with friends of other countries, learn¬ 
ing about what's precious and impor¬ 
tant in their heritage of an and culture 
are all within one hall. 

This demonstration is a living man¬ 
ifestation that Jordan, though small in 
size and population, has high standing 
for its human capacity and diplomacy 
to befriend countries of the world in 
no belter fresh example than this exhi¬ 


bition. Guests of 
other countries 
are coming lo 
Bani Hamida 
with their 

enriching partic¬ 
ipations. cross¬ 
ing the borders 
of" different lan¬ 
guages. experi¬ 
ences. climates, 
ideologies, cus¬ 
toms and norms, 
and all melting 
in the one pot of 
art to produce a 
magnificent, 
harmonious mix. 
presenting rugs, 
glass, quits, por¬ 
traits. handmade 
fabrics. orna¬ 
ments. dolls and 
many other 
valuables. 

This Spring, 
an addition to 
the traditional 
red collection. 

Bani Hamida 
will be introduc¬ 
ing a new col¬ 
lection of daz¬ 
zling natural 
colors, such as 
Henna. Sum mac. 

Cumin, Curcu- 
min, rosclic. 

Madder and others.... environmental 
friendly items. These are all under the 


Blonde culL'Clion. 

"Our greens will he mixed with 
Rust, our blacks and blues will he 
mixed in an unusti.il color combina¬ 
tion. aubergines, pink and violent full 
of electricil\ ." 

The exhibition continues till l* 
May and should prose an experience 
for both la mi l v and Iriends. ■ 


BBC world service to 
broadcast in Arabic all day 


Jordanian appointed head 
of plastic surgery in USA 

HOUSTON—The Jordanian Dr Saleh ,\L Shenaq has been named 
to the Eileen and John Stanley Chair in Plastic and Reconstructive 
Microsurgery at the Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. 
Texas. USA. • 

A Baylor professor of surgery. Shenaq is chief of the division of 
plastic surgerx. 

"Dr Shenaq is a highly skilled piaslic surgeon." said Dr Ralph 
D. Feigin. Baylor president. "With extensive experience in recon¬ 
structive plastic surgery, he was the ideal candidate for the Stanley 
Chair, which was funded to enhance research and improve treat¬ 
ment for victims of accidents and other disfiguring injuries." 

The chair is pan of a S2.I5 million gift to Baylor from Eileen 
and John Stanley, residents of the Greater Houston area. John R. 
Stanley is the chief executive officer of TransTexas Gas Corp. one 
of Texas' lureest independent producers and marketers of natural 
gas. 

Shenaq is a graduate of Cairo University Medical School. He 
completed general surgery training at the Medical College of Ohio 
in Toledo and a residency in piaslic and reconstructive surgery at 
the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine and Affiliated 
Hospitals He completed a fellowship in hand and microsurgery at 
the University of Louisville. Kentucky. Hand Surgery Associates. 
Shenaq joined the Baylor faculty in 1983. 

In addition to heading Bay lor's division of plastic surgery, She¬ 
naq Ji reels the plastic surgery residency program and the plastic 
surgery and microsurgery research laboratory. He is also vice 
chairman of research for the Department of Surgery, chaired by Dr 
John C. Baldwin. Shenaq U also a professor of neurosurgery and 
physical medicine and rehabilitation. 

At the institute for Rehabilitation and Research. Shenaq serves 
as chief of surgery and chief of the plastic surgery section. At the 
Methodist Hospital, he is chief of the piaslic surgery service. He is 
a member of the plastic and hand surgery staff at other Baylor affil¬ 
iated leaching hospitals also. 

ShenaqN research interests include gene-therapy applications in 
surgery, tissue bioengineering, flap circulation and nerve 

regeneration. 

A founding member of the American Society for Peripheral 
Nerxe. Shenaq has been chairman of the Plastic Surgery Research 
Council. He is currently chairman of the education committee for 
rhe American Society- for Surgery of the Hand and a member of the 
executive advisory council to the International Microsurgery Soci¬ 
ety. Hi' membership in numerous oiher professional 

organizations includes the American Association of Plastic Sur¬ 
geons and the American Society of Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgeon'. 

Dr Saleh Shenaq is the son of Mr Mousa Hamad Shenaq and 
Mrs Jawaher Shenaq. who arc from Soum El Shenaq in lrbid and 
currently reside in Amman. ■ 


ibic Service have started 
o the Arab world all day 
t is now the ’World Ser- 
speecb-based service 
which is broadcast 24 

)3& Arabic is the oldest 
d Service’s 44 foreign 
■vices. It ha® °° w 
programming by five 
» the gap between the 



y from 03-30 lo 21.15 


JilOIC/s 

Managing Director 
said, “These extra 
been made possible 
n restored to World 
November’s govern¬ 
able js one of lb* top 
es for World Service, 
learly 14 million peo- 
iTortd. In an increas- 
; . broadcasting envl- 

tra programmes wul 
5C World Service 
ading internatiomd 

■ In the Arab World. 

*Mc Service, Gamon 

-‘These extra pro* 
as the station is eon- 
m air during the day 


whenever listeners choose to tune io— 
and continuing crises in the region 
make it Imperative that the BBC Is 
there on air when news breaks.” 

The new programmes between 
07.15 and 12.15 GMT is targeted 
particularly at students and women. 
They will include news on the hour, 
two additional Uve current affairs, 
shows, a special magazine programme 
aimed principally at women, enter¬ 
tainment “ and educational pro¬ 
grammes including English teaching. 

The BBC Arabic Service broadcasts 
on shortwave, medium wave and FM 
to- audiences across Northern Africa 
and die Middle East The largest audi¬ 
ences are In Egypt, Sudan, Morocco 
and Saudi Arabia, although there is 
also a significant Ustenership in Syria, 
Lebanon} Jordan and Palestine/lsrael, 
Audience In Libya, Algeria, and Iraq 
cannot be measures. 

The new programmes can be heard 
initially on medium wave in northern 
Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and 
Israd/Palestine. They can also be 
beard on FM in Doha, World Service 
hopes to part the service on other FM 
frequencies over Uw next 18 months, 
and, if resources are available next 
year, it fs planned to put the extended 
Arabic programming on to shortwave 
to cover tbe whole Arab world. ■ 


Frankfurt airport offers 
new and improved facilities 


Hull 

llhi'l 

on 


Of 
senders 
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WITH more th.iit JS million p.iS'enger* .1 year and 
5411 Lufthansa tfiehl departure' and .imMls daily. 
Franklun Airport contin¬ 
ue' to maintain it' posi- ___ 

' the l.irye'l .uul 
imponnm airport 
the European 
continents. 

.'K.2 million pax- 
ir.ivelline 
the airport. 2 ft 
million arc passengers ot 
Lufthansa mi us atfili- 
alcs—and I he figures 
keep grow in?. To speed 
up connections and 
ensure the easiest possi¬ 
ble journey lor p.i»eii- 
i major project !<* 
a neu and exclu¬ 
sive Lufthansa terminal 
is fits! hiking shape 
Halls A and B uf Termi¬ 
nal I have been complete!) relurbished to create j 
more pleasant environment—and to speed U P 
improve passengers service. ^ 

The first ph.i-c ul renovation included new First 


iters. 

create 



and Business Class wailing areas at some gates, and 
greatly improved check-in-facilities. New lounges 
for First and Business Class 

_passengers will be iniro- 

; duccd as os well as news 
Senator and group lounges. 

New technology will'play 
an important role in the 
exciting new terminal with 
the introduction of Chip-in 
automatic ticket, less check¬ 
in and electronic passport 
control. 

But the human touch is 
not overlooked, with travel¬ 
lers from Middle Eastern 
destinations enjoying the 
benefits of Lufthansa’s per¬ 
sonalized Arab Welcome 
Service. 

By the year 2000 
improved terminal access, 
extended parking facilities, 
expanded shopping and countering facilities, 180 
new check-in counters and improved signage are set 
lo make what is presently Europe's biggest airport 
the leading airport of the future. ■ 
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THE FAR SIDE 

By GARY LARSON 




Impolite as they were, the other bears could never 
help staring at Larry's enormous deer gut 



Moses parting his hair 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


Arafat et Weizman tentent de debloquer la situation 

mU president de I'Autorite nationale palestinienne Yasser Antfat (notre photo) et ie president 
EzerWeizman se son! rencontres mardipour tenter de dibloquer un 

Cette rencontre, qui se diroulaU d Erez. principal point de passage entre Israel et la bands de Gaza, 

la premiireentreles deux hommesdepuis sept raois. Weizman. 

*L"important est que nous nous rencontrians aprfes deux mois de problfeme^ ^to^M.^raWL 

«U faut rompre la glace entre nous et je ne serais pas venu si je ne pensajs pas 

coocret pouvait sortir de cet entretien.- Yasser Arafat a ltd dfclari que «d important* dtaxt qn 

cette rencontre ait lieu*. , . . ^Srirmn 

Ce contact israelo-palestinien precidait le d&but de la tountie dans la rigton du . 

Denis Ross dont le but est de tenter dejeter les bases d'une reprise du processus depmx.M-twss 
«r£tablir la con fiance* et tenter *de relancer le processus de paix», a indique un porte-par 
dJpartemenl d'Etat, MJohn Dinger. 

Cette nouvelle initiative du midiateur americain semble toutefois kdsser les Palestinians assez 
sceptiques, MAmfat ayant declare qu’ilne -pensait pas. que M.Ross allot apporterde nouveues 
iddes susceptible! de relancer le processus depaix. 





SELON 



La creation du 

nouveau Parti national 
constitulionncI fPNC) par 
Ja fusion de neuf partis 
ceniristes peul constituer 
un pas dfecisif vers la res¬ 
tructuration de la vie pol¬ 
itique jordanienne. 

En effei. I'union an- 
noncec de ces partis pro- 
gouvemementaux 
s'inscrit dans la logique 
me me du processus dfe- 
mocratique en Jordanie. 

11 esl a noter que le pou- 
voir. bien qu'il ne montre 
pas d'affinilfes cnvers les 
partis politiques en gene¬ 
ral. ne pourrait continuer 
a eire le maitre du jeu 
politique sans le soutien 
d'une majoritc parlcmen- 
taire eohfe rente et stable. 
Une telle majorite serait 
d'auiant plus souhai table 
que. d’ici a la fin 1998. le 
gouvemcment doit cn fi- 
nir avcc un gros dossier 
de rcformes impopu- 
laires. aussi bien dans le 
domaine administrate 
que duns le domaine 
feconomique. El lout 
laisse penscr que le PNC 
accepterait de remplir 
cette tiichc. 

Les discussions uutour 
de I'union de ces partis 
ceniristes onl cn effet 
commence juste apres 
que le roi Hussein ail dfe- 
fendu la these de la sepa¬ 
ration des fonctions entre 
cellcs Ue depute ei de 
ministre. Or. cette these 
n'aurait de chance d'etre 
mise en teuvre que si les 
partis ceniristes purvien- 
nent a devancer le cou- 
ranl islamiste et a occu- 
per utic place preponde- 
ranle sur i'echiquier poli¬ 
tique jordanien. 

Etanl donnfe 1'cnjeu 
qu'implique la erdation 
du PNC. ses dirigeants 
ont conscience de n'avoir 
qu'un seul choix, celui de 
rfeussir. C'est pourquoi its 
ont adopte un mfecanisme 
de fusion souple en fa- 
vorisant I'entente entre 
eux. Ce mfecanisme 
s'appuie sur deux docu¬ 
ments: la declaration de 
principes du PNC, et son 
reglement intdrieur. Le 
premier document se 
borne k ddfinir 1'identitd 
du parti et ses orienta¬ 
tions principales, dvitant 
ainsi de prendre position 
sur les questions 
d'actualitd telles que le 
processus de paix ou ie 
programme economique 
du gouvememenL Et 
quant au reglement intd¬ 
rieur, il prdconise une 
peri ode transitoire d'une 
annfee au cours de la- 
quel Ic les oi^ganismes di¬ 
rigeants du parti seront 
constituds selon une re- 
prdsentation dquilablc de 
toutes les composantes 
du pani. 

Les reprdsemants de ce 
parti ont obtenu cette se- 
mainc auprfes du min- 
istfere de I'lmdrieur 
l'autorisuiion de cider le 
PNC, M.Abdel-Hadi al- 
Majali ayant did nomme 
secretaire genferal. 

La tache la plus impor- 
tantc qui attend cette nou¬ 
velle formation politique 
est la preparation des 
elections Ifegislatives qui 
doivent avoir lieu au dd- 
but du mois de novem- 
brc. en cherchant a rfeali- 
ser un score qui lui offri- 
ra la majorite parlemen- 
tairc. 

Un objecu'f qui ne va 
pas manquer d'inquieler 
les autres pants jonda- 
niens. Le courant isla¬ 
miste commence h saisir 
Ie defi qu'il aura a relever 
au cours dc la prochaine 
campagne dlectorale. et 
dc nombreuses manoeu¬ 
vres sonl 5 prevoir au 
sein des partis nationa- 
listes. libferaux ou de 
gauche dans le but de 
realiser de nouveiles al- 
lian-ces dlectorales.l 

Hussein Abu-Rumman 


Jordanie 

La route tue de plus en plus 

D ’apres de dernier bilan du departement de la securite publique, 
le nombre de personnes tuees sur la route en Jordanie a augmente 
de 17,7% entre 1995 et 1996. Et parmi les vicrimes de cette 
violence routiere, les enfants sont les plus touches. 
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Economic 

La Jordanie doit mieux s . 

ABr l s de longs mois de negotiations, la signature d’un accord. ^ 

Intervene le mois dernier i MalU. Et la : :» 

de cet accord pour tenter de dtvelopper ses exportations. ^ * 


Les services de ia 

circulation routtere du departe¬ 
ment de la sdcuritd publique ont 
rfecem merit publid les statis- 
tiques portant sur le nombre 
d'accidents de la route en 1996. 
enregistrant une hausse de 
16.6% du nombre de blessds et 
de 17.7% du nombre de morts 
par rapport & 1995. 

D'apres les responsables de 
de service, ces fortes hausses 
sont notamment dues h la 
hausse de la population et du 
nombre de vdhicules en circula¬ 
tion dans le pays. 

En 1996, 33784 accidents 
ont coflld la vie a 552 per¬ 
sonnes et ont fait 15375 bles¬ 
sds. indique le Capitaine 
Khaled Kilani. directeur du ser¬ 
vice des statisdques du departe¬ 
ment de la sdcuritd publique. 
En 1995, la Jordanie avail enre- 
gistrd 2S970 accident, qui 
avaient fait 469 morts et 13184 
blessds. 

Deux facteurs majeurs 
d'accidents pteuvent dire distin- 
gues: les problemes 

d'urbanisation et ie compbrte- 
ment imprudent des automobi- 
listes. -Au ddbut, il nV avail 
pas de plan coherent 
d'urbanisation et de circula¬ 
tion »explique le capitaine Kila¬ 
ni. «La population augmente. le 
nombre de vehicules aussi, 
mais la capacite des axes de 
circulation rests la mime *. 

D'apres lui, le plus grand 
nombre de viedmes conceme 
les pidtons. 239 ont dtd tuds 
I'annde passee par des voitures. 
dont 107 enfants de moins de 
quinze ans. Les enfants de 
moins de quinze ans reprdsen- 
tent une part importante des 
ersonnes blessdcs en 1996. 
^elon le capitaine Kilani, cette 
forte proportion d'enfants parmi 
les viedmes de la route lient au 
manque de jardins et d'aires de 
jeu. •Les enfants sonl obliges 
de jouer dans la rue, faute de 
disposer d'espaces adequais. 
La plupart des enfants sont 
morts en trm’ersant la rue. ou 


en descendant de 
bus*. 

Pour lui, toute la 
socidtd esl respon- 
sable de l'organi- 
sation de !a circula¬ 
tion et de la sensi- 
bilisation des en¬ 
fants aux dangers 
de la route. «Les 
gens, les ecoles. les 
mddias. les parents 
el la municipalite 
doivent etre parte- 
naires . Ensemble, 
ils doivent assurer 
la securite des en¬ 
fants.» 

Le danger de 
la location 

La premidre 
cause d'accidents 
est due au fait que 
les voitures se sui- 
vent de trap prfcs 
{16.2% des acci¬ 
dents). Viennent 
ensuite les d£passe- 
ments dangereux 
(13.7%) puis les re- 
fus de priorite (10.2%). 

Le capitaine Kilani souligne 
que Ic ddpanement charge de la 
circulation a r&xmment pris 
deux nouveiles dispositions 
pour tenter de diminuer le nom¬ 
bre d'accidents. L'une conceme 
les voitures de location, et 
1'autre les camions-citeme. 

Une fitude effectufe par Ie 
departement a en effet montr6 
que la plupart des accidents 
dans lesquels etaient impli- 
quees des voitures de' location. 
Etaient dus h de jeunes cbnduc- 
teurs venant d'obtenir leur per- 
mis de conduine. L'imprudence 
de bon nombre de ces conduc- 
teurs est en effet h I’origine de 
beaucoup d'accidents. *Les 
conductors pensetu que, 
puisque leur voilure est un ve- 
hicule hue'. Us peuvent le cm- 
duire itnprudemtneni. * 

En 1996. 52 personnes sont 
moites et 1242 ont 6te blesses 
dans les 2012 accidents dans 



33784 accidents de voiture se sont produits en Jordanie Vannee 
passee, soU 4814 de plus qu'en 1995. 


lesquels etaient impliquees des 
voitures de location, centre 15 
victimes et 464 blessds duns 
1072 accidents en 1995. »Les 
chiffres montraient une aug¬ 
mentation de 246 % du nombre 
de victimes en un an. ce qui a 
pousse le Departement d rcagir 
rapidement **. 

En consequence, une nou¬ 
velle loi sur les vehicules de lo¬ 
cation a ete introduite. stipulant 
que les personnes souhaitam 
louer une voilure doivent etre 
agfies de plus de 25 ans. avoir 
le permis depuis au moins irois 
ans et etre cn possession de eer- 
li Heats de bonne conduite de- 
livrds par les commissariats de 
leurs quartiers. 

En ce qui conceme les ca- 
mions-citcmc. le capitaine Kila¬ 
ni souligne que la majority des 
accidents conceme des vehi¬ 
cles livrant du petrole brut 

«Toitf uccidcnl impliqtiant 
un camion qui transport du 
inazotti ou du pet role est cn 


general carastrophique. car le 
plus sou vent, la citeme explose. 
tuant sur le coup conducteur et 
passagers. v 29 personnes ont 
ainsi ete tuees I'annge passde. 

Desormais. les camions- 
citemes doivent installer un 
tachygraphe dans leurs v6hi- 
cules. afin de calculer leurs 
heures de displacement et la dis¬ 
tance qu'ils parcourenL «De 
cette fa^on, nous pouvons de¬ 
terminer la i ’desses des vehi¬ 
cles cn calculanl la distance 


FinalemenL raccord 

de partenariat entre la Jordanie 
et l'Union europ6enne est si- 
goi. Ou presque. Les docu¬ 
ments 6chang£s entre les auto- 
ritfis jordamennes et ('Union 
europdenne au cours de la ren¬ 
contre qui s'est d£roul6e & 
Malle au mois d'avril en marge 
de la conference euro-mediter- 
randenne doivent Stre encore fi¬ 
nalises. Une demi&re formality 
qui devrait prochaine men t 
avoir lieu. 

A Pheure actueUe, il est d£j& - 
ndeessaire de se poser la ques¬ 
tion suivante: h quoi ressemble- 
ra. au niveau pratique, le parte- 
nariai euro-jordanien? Celui-ci 
a pour but d'dtablir, dans un d£- 
lai de 13 ans maximum, une 
zone de libre-dchange entre 
douze pays mdditerrahdens et 
l'Union europdenne. Et la pre¬ 
miere phase de cet ambitieux 
projet passe, pour 1'instanL par 
Ie ddmant&lement des barri&res 
douaniferes entre les pays signa- 
taires, dont la Jordanie. et 
I'Europe. 

Mais il est aujourd'taui trfees- 
saire de se demander & quoi 
ressembleront les futurs 

1700 millions 
dTEcu m 9&P 
• Le programme MED A est 
ie bras finaaderdu RarS^i : 
rial .mo-mdditeirandeii.'.^r 
reprdsente 3425,5 sur fes .- 
4685 nu'Uions d’Eai desres- -; 

- sources ■ budgStanei': ■ Affbp^' 
[fees h la ctx^idraiSdn/finaa’.f: 
cifeic efflre ' rUE- .-tt ".' a*» " 
darienaires nrfdJterranfiens.- 
pour la pferiode l995- : l99Sf. ‘j 
.Trbis prioritfes sorft dffi- 


echanges dconomiqnes . euro- 
jordaniens. M algid des conces¬ 
sions fsites par les deux partis, 
ptusieurs points de tension 
existent, et notamment h pro- 
pos de l'agriculture. Le jour oh 
la Jordanie sera un grand 
exportateur agricole * vers 
I’Europe est encore loin. En. 
fait, c'est La capadtfe globale de 
ia Jordanie b. exporter qui est h 
examiner. Comine Ie montre le 
rahlftflii ci-dessous, le volume 
d'exportations jordamennes 
vets I’Europe reste it un niveau 
assez faible, mSme sll a doubld 
en l'espace de deux ans. Les 
exportations europfeenoes vers 
la Jordanie som elles .11 fois 
plus impoitantes, atteignani 
I'annfee passfee 964 millions de 
dinars. 

U est done urgent de se 
pencher sur . la facultfe 
d'exportation de la Jordanie. La 
situation actueUe est la sui- 
vante: nous, exportons vers 
1'Asie pour importer des biena. 
de l'Union eurepfeenne. Seule la 
vente de services touristiques 
permet & la Jordanie de com-. 
bier un peu le deficit commer¬ 
cial qu’eLle a avec I'Europe. 


Cette difference de 878 'riul^ ■ • 'Z' 

lions de dinars entre -nos achats: -.2.C 
de produits industriels,' 
coles et raihiers europ&ns 

nos ventes de- produits ‘ 

niens est insoutenable sansaide;V 
feconomique. Or. . I'feconornie. ^ 

jordanienne doit apprendre. a.-^ '. -.r 
moins compter sur les aides e?t- ‘ ; y; ■ 
tferieures. ■ ' .. • 

Dans le cadre de ce partena- . 
riot euro-mfediterranfeen, te Jpr- 
danie peut-elle done rtevratir 1. 
un exportateur de. tailte; yere. 
I’Europe? La rfeponse est maJ-.V^ ; 
heureusement non, si ce n’est » 

peut-6tre dans le domaine agri- ; :- v 

,cole. . .- y. 

Cet accord de panenanat ■ ^ 

donnera^-il ajors assez de :.-.z 

fhanrvis i I'agricuJture jorda- - 
niernie? C'est peu probable. Et ; 
sll est done.clair que cet ac-. .. • 

cord avec I'Europe est souhaita- • 
ble, voire infivitable, il ne faut 
tout de mfime pas exag^nar sa- 
portfee. Nos problfemes demeu- 
rent trfes importants, et la solu¬ 
tion & nos maux ne viendra pas 
nfecessairement de BruxellesJi 

! . Riad al Kbouri 
• MEBA SJLRX. 


parcourue et le temps mis pour. t iues -poor, les; 'rescgmoeL, „ 

i __:_ t fi‘rn ji .*t * 


la courrir*. 

Cette politique de prevention 
devrait eue accompagnfee par 
plus dc controles de police sur 
routes et autoroutes, et notam¬ 
ment des contrtiles de vitesse. 
alin de parvenir a ralemir cette 
augmentation du nombre de 
blesses et de morts dans le ro- 
yuume hachfemite.B 

Mona Qaddouxni 


MED A. Tout - d’^xxrd, 

l’appui & la tzan^tion deoBOr 
mique, dont le ten est de 
psepacer k la mise^en ceayre 
du librenfedange- Ensmte, ie 
(enforcement de requititee 
socio-feconomique. et enfm, 
la coop£ratimi r£g|Qnde, . eR. 
complfefantles activitfes“b3a- 
tfeniles par <tes mesures vh • 
sast'h angmenter tes feebar^— 
es au niveau rfegionaL ' 


Exportations jordamennes vers l’Union europferine 
et les sept principaux pays aicheteurs" (en millions de 
dinars). 
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Portrait 

Les deux rives de Tahar Ben Jelloun 

Argentins, Africains, Suisses. Americains,...lls sont des centaines d s etre fait un nom 
en France mais pas un n ’a oublie cet instant decisif: la decouverte de l Hexagone. 
Parmi eux, I’ecrivain Tahar Ben Jelloun. 11 quitte le lumineux Maroc Ppur etudier dans 
un pays gris et silencieux. Mais au moment de repartir , il hesite et s installe a Paris. 


Education 

L ’ envir onnement fait ecole 

Un concours sur Venvirormement a ete lance parmi les 
classes defrangais de Jordanie , recompensant notamment 
quatorze eleves qui partiront prochainement en France. 


Entre Fes. rcettc ville 
ou I'on etouffe avec ces pierres 
noircies par le mensonge et 
I'appftit du gain » et Tanger, 
•incomprehensible aux siens. 
cite chire aux artistes qui n 'est 
que decheance », Tahar Ben Jel¬ 
loun revient au Maroc dans son 

dernier livre. La nuit de 
I'errcur, pour y faire jouer Ie- 
gende et mythe de la femme sfe- 
ductrice. cruelle et desLructrice. 
L'fecrivain a fait de son pays na¬ 
tal un socle sur lequel il module 
son esuvre. rechenchant souve¬ 
nirs, iieux vfecus, comme un 
munque. Tahar Ben Jelloun 
1'avoue lui-mfeme. *la line na¬ 
ture repare la trahison des 
soitwnirsv. Captfe. capture par 

la culture frangaise, reconnu 
comme un fecrivain de marque, 
couronnfe et f£te & Paris. Ben 
Jelloun reste le plus Francois 
des Marocains. Il fecrit sur deux 
rives de souvenirs mfelfes. Le 
Maroc: ses rarines. sa terre. son 
•poeme natal*, comme ii 
I'appelle, son angoisse quoti- 
dienne. De 1'autre cdtfe, Paris: 
une langue. un lieu pour fecrire. 
un endroit pour vivre. 
•J'observe, je scrute, je suis cu- 
rieux de ce quotidien fait de 
bruit, de polemiques breves, de 
scandales sans lendemain el de 
discours tellement semblables. 
Je lis des poetes, j'ouvre des ro¬ 
mans franqais, je les feuillette. 
j'en lis certains. Je ne me sens 
pas tr&s proche de cette litera¬ 
ture mais je m'y interesse. j'ai 
envie de connaitre et de dc- 
couvrir. Je participe souveni & 
des debats, je ne me liens pas a 
VecarL • 

Venu & Paris une premi&re 
fois en juillet 1961 -il avail 
alors dix-sept ans-. il a d'abord 
trouvfe la vilie toute grise. du 
del aux immeubles, ne com- 
prenant pas pourquoi le pays 


semblait privfi de lumiere. En- 
suite, il a fetfe frappfe par la rigj- 
ditede I’expression des gens 
croises au has and de ses ba- 
lades. «Dans le train qui 
m'amenail de Saim-Lazare a 
Marly-le-Roi, ville oil je suivais 
un stage de cinc-club. jc me 
souviens encore du silence qui 
regnait et des visages fermes 
des passagers. Plus lard, j'ai 
reinarque que sous I'influence 
du beau temps. Us se melamor- 
phosaient. Le soir. ils chan- 
taienl, Jansaient dans les rues. 
Je ne peux pas m'empecher de 
penscr que Paris est une ville 
maudile par son climat! Etlc 
est pourtant I'un des rares en- 
,irons au mande ou il y ait une 
telle ftbriliti artistique, oil 
{‘architecture soil aussi excep- 
lionnelle. • 

Dix ans plus tard. Tahar Ben 
Jelloun revient en France, cette 
fois pour prfeparer une thfese de 
doctoral en psychologie. La. il 
esl saisi par une toute autre im¬ 
pression. •J'fiais extrememeni 
heureux d'etre Id. A ma grande 

surprise, j'ai decouvert dans le 

microcosms des etudiants toute 
une variile de nationalites. Je 
pensais que cela se limitait a Li 
cite universitaire. mais en sor- 
lam, je me suis apergu que 
e'etait un phenomene quasi 
general, qu'en France le metis- 
sage exists bel et bien. Je 
n'avais pas {'intention de rester 
a Paris une fois mes etudes ter- 
minecs. mais curieusement, 
avant chaque depart pour le 
Maroc. j'elais angoisse et une 
fois sur place, Paris me man- 
quail. Alors. petit a peril el sans 
I'avoir vraiment decide, je me 
suis install^ en France.» 

Vingt-cinq ans apr&s. Tahar 
Ben Jelloun est toujourc ft. de- 
venu entre temps le plus popu- 
laire des ecrivains maghrfebins 
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Tahar Ben Jelloun 

de langue fnin?aisc. Il a seduit 
les intellectuels et les autres par 
ses histoircs. ses poesies, ses 
conies. II a le genie du comcur. 
Une poignfee de sable, un peu 
de vent, des bouts de rfeves, des 
larmes ravalees...iout lui est 
pretexte pour raconter une belle 
hisloire. Heriticr des trouba¬ 
dours des sables et irouveres du 
dfesert. Tahar Ben Jelloun 
emmene ses lecieurs pour un 
voyage dans le temps, l'espace 
et I'imagjnaire. Lu frontiere est 


parfois indecise dans I'onirisme 
ei la vie. L'auieur de La nuit sa- 
cree. prix Goncourt 1987. se 
plait i brouiller les pistes, 
jouant sur toutes les facet tes de 
la realilfe. Avec son audace fero- 
tique. son feminisme et sa mys¬ 
tique. La nuit de Terreur est 
habitee par la pofesie. les pre¬ 
mieres amours de Ben Jelloun. 
(I leur est reste fidfele.B 

Sylvie Bullo 


Le Centre culture! 

francais et de Coopferation lin- 
guistique et !'Ecole fran^aise 
d" Amman ont lancfe au raois de 
janvier dernier un concours sur 
le th&me de renvironnemenL 
Toutes les classes de frangais 
des fetablissements privfes et 
cel les de 1’Ecole frangaise (du 
CE2 k la terminate) fetaient in¬ 
vitees ii y participer. Par fiquipe 
de deux, les felfeves devaient 
s’intferesser h un problfeme prfe- 
cis de protection de 
I'environnement sur un site en 
Jordanie. Leurs enquStes pau- 
vaient etre rfeoJisfees h partir de 
diffferents supports (cassette, 
photos,...), mais devaient 6tre 
accompagnees d’un article. 

Le mois dernier, un jury a 
fetudife les difftrents travaux 
rend us, en examinant sfeparfe- 
ment ceux de 1’Ecole frangaise 
el ces des autres dcoles. Qua¬ 
torze feifeves. figfes en majorite 
entre 15 et 16 ans et apprenant 
le frangais dans des fetablisse- 
ments privfes de' Jordanie. 
effectueront un voyage en 

France. Quatre sont scolarisfes h 
I’Ecole frangaise, six h 1"Ecole 
du Rosaire de Misdar, deux & 
1*Ecole du Rosaire de Shmeisa- 
ni et deux k la New English 
School. 

Voici les deux articles lau- 
rfeats de ce concours. 

La ftimee, ennemi 

dangereux des poumons et 
de la couche d’ozone. 

Nisreen et moi sommes les 
filles de deux professeurs dans 
ce college depuis plus de 
quinze ans. C'est-&-dire avant 
notre naissance. Nous sommes 
amies depuis la crfeche oh nous 
fetions mi ses. J’ai demand^ h 
ma mfere un jour: *Ou itait 
cette criche el pourquoi die ne 
Test plus?*. Ma mire a rfepon- 
du qu’elle fetait remplacfee par 


la salie de couture oh mainte- 
nant les femmes apprennent la 
couture au 4feme Stage il cause 
de ratmosphfere polhifeer qui a 
causfe beaucoup de problfemes 
aux bfebfes. 

Que les sceuts soient obligfees 
de la ferraer par pitife pour ces 
Smes innocentes aprfes main tes 
plain tes contre le boulanger qui 
continue jusqu’h maintenant de 
chauffer sa boulangerie k I’aide 
du mazouL 

Depuis notre enfance. nous 
souffrons, les Steves de tous les 
Sges et nous, dq cette fumfee 
noire qui monte, nous jetant 
une poussifere qui code & nos 
visages, h nos cheveux et 1 nos 
vgtemenrs... Nous savons aussi 
depuis notre enfance que Sasur 
Leandre frappe h toutes les 
portes depuis 1952 en vain. 

Aidfee par le Docteur Abdal- 
lat, nous vivo ns dans 1’espoir 
de nous trouver le plus tdt pos¬ 
sible une solution durable. 

Nisreen Matarweh (15 ans) et 
Sandra Al-EQou (15 ans). 


College dn Rosaire/Misdar 
PoUntions de pfttnrages 

Que faire pour que les 
chfevres he mangent plus, de 
sacs plastiques? Nous avons in- 
terviewfe Mme Medlej, profes- 
seur de sciences h I’Ecole. 
frangaise d' Amman. 

Elle nous a diL *Lc plastique 
n'est pas biodegradable par.la 
Jlore intestinale. Il s'accroche 
dans les tissus adipeux de la - T' 
chevre. et les pesticides peu¬ 
vent, a long terme, entrmner 
des mutations dans cette esp&ce 
qui poumdent etre dangereus - 
es pour les consommate urs *. 

In stall ez des poubefies au 
bord des routes! Donnez des 
amendes h ceux qui ne respec- . ; 
tent pas la nature! 

Veillez aux pSturagesi Pour 
la saute des animaux et des 
consommareursA 

Heba Najada ((10 ans) et- 
Masry Grossmann (10 ans) 
de 1’Ecole frangaise 
iP Amman. 





Cinema 


Cycle consacre au rfea- 
lisateur Jean-Jacques 
Axutaud. 

Le 12 mai a 20H30 au 
CCCL, La guerre du 
feu (19S1). 



Exposition 

Peintures et dessins du college de Nazareth. A partir du 

10 mai au CCCL. 














































Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian .. 641271/2 

Australian... 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian. 6756S3 

Bulgarian .... 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .67 IS 13/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 69885! 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian... 828911 

Iraqi . 639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan .693101/3 

Lebanese .641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.691525/694089 

New Zealand Consulate .... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People s Rep. of China.666)39 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish.637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.86)542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 64125! 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

Uniled Kingdom.823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Important Numbers 


Adria Airways.... 

. 667029 

. 641510 


. 694802 


. 630879 

Air France. 

... 666055/667824 
. 688301/2 


.682140 

Alitalia. 

. 625203 


Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

America Wcsi Airlines.694802 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. b93845/694604 


Balkan Airlines. 
British Midland. 
British Airways 
Cathay Pacific.... 
China Airlines .. 
Cyprus Airways 


665909 

694802 

828801 

6285% 

. 636232 
. 667028 


Della Air Lines.643bbl 

Egypt Air.b300l 1 

Emirates Airlines.64334! 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLincs .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Phillippinc Airlines. 640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air 1G.S.AJ 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAirways.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Emergencies 


111 

1 Civil Defence H O 1*0/198/199 

Fire Brigade . 

«»22WOW3 

Amhulance. 

. . 199 

Blood Bank. 

. 775121 

Traffic Police.. . b2>943/f*3*/703 ; 

Tnil lie Accidcnbi . ... 

K9?4li7.‘X | 

Highway Police . . . 

. 7X7111 1 

Hospitals 

Ai.leh Malcrmi* . 

I.U244I/2 

Al-Ahh. Abdali 

hh4Ih4/h 

Al-Bashir. Ashr.ilich 

775111/26 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

bo7227/9 

Amal Hospital 

074155 

Aims. Marka. 

X‘Hbll/15 

1 Hussein Medical Centre X13813 

Italian-Al-Muhaireen 

777101/3 

Jabal Amman Materniis (>42362 

1 Khakrdi Malenutv. 

. 04428 I/O 

Malhus. J Amman 

. 636141 

Palcsiine. Shmeisani.... 

. 664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital. .. 

60224U/SO 

Slimeisani Hospital. 

. 607431 

Tlhf Jslamic. AhdaJj .... 

666)27/37 

Umversiiv Hospital. 

.... 845X45 

General 


Amman Municipality ■ 

. 843402 

Electricity ComplainLs 

.121 

Prices complaints. 

. 660181 

Hotel complaints. 

08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints 

. 896390 

Water Complaints. 

656390/91 

Jordan Television. 

773111/19 

Radio Jordan. 

.774111/19 

Post Office Info 

750981/2/3 

Telephone Information 

. 121 
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L ■ - Hotel Suites 
Luxury Tel 
.® Comfort : 

w Service « 
j?. Location 

In the ; ; of 3 
Sweifyieh - 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 



L&t U4 it 


Pizza 

V : i ".'<>■ - in 

" Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal " 
“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 

t!" .'Ct- j 


HOSPITALITY " 1 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

a name that you trust 


CARDENS ST 



; ;£* j i .s- 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your w ildest 
imagination 

TeI:314131/2. 


Aqaba Hotels 


AJ-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamorina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Infl.312426 

Miramar.314340 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in even- 

II 

room..! 

EE 9 B 8 S 5 I§I 

' . . . , v" 


Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body '.ki/t treatment 

O Make-up 

O Fur ope an manicure:, £. 

Amman Tel: 607193 
P.0.B0.X 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 

Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE .... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel:666705 





Make Car 
Rental Simple 


S. tmeisx/:'. 

T. -l: 695399 



Many Villas & Apancmcnis 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rem & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


To Advertise in this 


> re 7 ! . 


space , can us ai 




Cafr Restaurant 

Different 




NOW OPEN FOB 



-!r \ -. 1^-1 - . • 

The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


*g=-?-y -jsazrj 

rjZtf VET * ^“53!^ 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 

* t sr * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 S 

Fax (03) 318246 | 



Hc;Ul Ollili.' \l Mi'-ri-" Sir 
It ]; 77SDV I a\. TWIoSi 


Safe wav- Tel: 68531 1 




SAIS GDREB FOS SSICS SSEVICES 

•Professional Drycleaning 
•Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
•Engraving 

*Upholstery A Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel 679947 & 821656 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


ram jaw® BJRJ .0 BERfiER * 

WlIU mesas V1IMIY . ^ 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca SL Phone: 821656 & 814714 


C A R RIA G E C A R R I A G E 

rji-.-ai. Wasfi Al-Tal St. 
*4- Tel: 695180 


<sSn a-^LauslI "'V \ v -' --w;.;. Tei 

l Cc J; '= " i; 

Triage v RentaCar carriage carriage 


Fax: 682525 


- • ‘ /■-' r*r' ..'77 A\ nr f-jrr. /-ix *2 ~ a y «> 4r* ,-2> *■ ' -4 7'" 2 " " 

m * %m -- W'' - —‘W-M Ar •atm' «Jr L' JlTLa l t>Or*UK J w « r T W* - -- 

we offer:- - 

■ -^ r ❖ Computerized Engine Check 4- Electro Mechanical car check . •-. 

“ v Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance mainianance *= 

:-- 4 <£» Oil Change : u :-:. 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 




Not all “ cafe's “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It AU 


•^SKSS jr.-—, 

::g;; 

i -1‘y . '-A ;r - ■ 




■SSP’SS/ y- • - »V.. " 

-Or ’i** w liU* Kdi Ui.- 


^ Shmeisaniy Near Ata AIL, Middle East Bank Bldg . Tel .: 698005 
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Tatung appoints General Computers & 
Electronics (GCE) as regional dealer 


TJvXT' tjC 
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A look at the role of telecommunications in 
disaster-relief areas: 

A true life saver 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 

Telecommunications 

TECHNOLOGY in its different 
forms is usually associated with 
}ts use in business and personal 
affairs. 

Investors look into the availa¬ 
bility and reliability of Tele¬ 
communications infra- . _— .— 
structure os one of the i 
guidelines on whether 
to invest in a certain 
country/area or not ^ 

i Governments also 
bay dose attention to 
the development of tele- 
communications infra- [|Mp| 
Structure for the same -fjpP 
Reason of encouraging 
ftivcstmem and busi- 
ness operations. While M gjjj i 
f’eiecom/nunications 
importance in business jHp|| 
has attained fame and 
glory, its vital role in ^Ejg| 
humanitarian assistance 
is not heralded as much. 

This is because people never 
witness First hand the excep¬ 
tional role that telecommunica¬ 
tions technology play in human¬ 
itarian assistance and disaster 
relief efforts. The fact remains 
however, that the advances in 
telecommunications have ena¬ 
bled the many different aid 
agencies working around the 
world to reliably keep in contact 
with disaster-struck areas and to 
coordinate their relief activities 
and operations. 

As the different countries of 
the world and the ITU celebrate 
the World Telecommunication 
Day on May 17th—which coin¬ 
cides with the founding of the 


International Telecommunica¬ 
tion Union in Paris 132 years 
ago—the theme of this year's 
even! will be ‘Telecommunica¬ 
tions and Humanitarian 
Affairs." 

The choice of this theme is 
intended to shed more light on 
the increasingly vital link 
between telecommunications 




and relief works following dis¬ 
asters such as earthquakes, 
floods, famine, wars and 
cyclones. 

According to the ITU, the 
most useful telecommunica¬ 
tions tools, in disaster relief are 
the “radio-communications” 
based ones which use the 
Radio spectrum to interconnect 
relief operations. Us great util¬ 
ity is a natural result of its high 
level of reliability, the portabil¬ 
ity of its equipment and its 
“high disaster-survival capabil¬ 
ity”; since Radio communica¬ 
tions don't rely much on wires 
laid underground or on poles, it 
can still be used in disaster 
areas of greatly damaged or 


non existent wire based infra¬ 
structure. It is worthy of note 
that the Red Cross in Jordan, 
coordinates Its work in Iraq 
through this traditional but 
highly effective way. 

While Marcony— the Italian 
scientist that made the first suc¬ 
cessful Radio transmission— 
would be thrilled by how tradi- 

- tional Radio is helping 

in humanitarian aid, he 
y- : probably would also be 

■. '.”7?*“] interested in the new 
developments that use 
-f' ‘ the radio spectrum and 
that proved to be of 
equal importance to 
relief work. 

For instance, mobile 
telephony can be used 
*£ ' to get information to 
■ v 1 ’ victims and hence have 
■' become indispensable 
for relief workers who 
'—■'I use it also to coordinate 
team efforts while in the 
field and lo mobilize 
quick emergency 
actions such as evacuations. 

Of course, mobile phones 
can’t replace traditional radio 
in some remote areas or 
severely struck ones, however 
they arc still quite useful in 

most relief cases. 

The newest telecommunica¬ 
tion systems, currently under 
development, promise to be a 
greater asset to relief and 
humanitarian assistance than 
traditional radio. These sys¬ 
tems. due to be launched in 
five years, are based on con¬ 
stellation of Low and Medium 
Earth Orbiting satellites (LEO 
and MEOs) which will allow 
for global seamless mobile ’rJ- 


TATUNG. ONE of Taiwan’s 
largest personal computer man¬ 
ufacturers. has demonstrated its 
commitment ro the Middle East 
through the appointment of a 
regional dealer. 

General Computers & Elec¬ 
tronics {GCE I is an Amman- 
based company that will be 
responsible for Tatung com¬ 
puter products in the Middle 
East. 

Mr Youssef Barghouti. gen¬ 
eral manager of GCE. com¬ 
mented on the appointment say¬ 
ing that, “The markets wc will 
include the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. Egypt- Syria. Lebanon. 
Qatar. Jordon and Palestinian 
territories. Other countries will 
be added later on." According 
to Mr Barghouti. Tatung 
aspires to gain a market share 
of about 3 lo 4 percent in the 
Middle East, which is similar to 

its worldwide market share. 
Tatung’s worldwide sales lost 


year omnunted j 

to around two 
billion com¬ 
puter system, in 
addition to over 
lour and 3 half 
million monitor i 

produced by , 

Tatung. 

Mr Barghouti j jggj frfl . 

stated ~ that | ^gj| |j| 

Tatung products ! V■;>& 

will be well sup- | 

ported in the 
region, through ) 

effective after- >- 

sales support 
and services. Also. Tatung 
components and products will 
be readily available in the 
region through the creation of a 
storage facility in Jordan’s free 
made zone. This will mean that 
users can rest assured to 
receive their orders on time 
and at fixed prices. 

Tatung personal computers 


fell 


NASSER j 

Windows PCs, that fit in ; 
your pocket v.:;:: -pA 

«fpt, finally they have arrived; 

E5£ Windows CE as a standard oper-. 






RS39 


include desktops and note¬ 
books, in addition to otter 
produces such as monitors and 
CD-ROM drives. For more 
information on Tatung products 
available in Jordan and the 
region, contact GCE at tele¬ 
phone ++ 5513879 or fax 
5513509. ■ 


A new Internet Cafe opens in Amman 


IT LOOKS like their is a grow¬ 
ing trend to open Internet 
cafe's in Amman. Following 
Books <&Cafc. a second cafe 
has opened on the University 
of Jordan StreeL 

The owners are Mr Ali 
Masimi and Mr Abdel Ra'ouf 
Douglas. 

According to Mr Masimi. 
the cafe offers 10 computer 

ephony regardless of where the 
user is situated and without the 
need for special “earthly’’ instal¬ 
lations like those needed for 
Radio transmitters. Hence, 
these evolving systems will pro¬ 
vide reliable and immediate 
access to the worst stricken 
areas to allow relief agencies to 
function. 

The ever increasing impor¬ 
tance of telecommunications in 
humanitarian assistance has 
prompted the UN and the ITU 
to create a new convention cov¬ 
ering the international use of 
emergency telecommunications 
which is expected to be adopted 
at an international conference 
later this year. 

Did Marcony know he was 
starting such a great leap tor 
humanity? Probably not. but the 
credit for it goes lo him 
anyway. 

email: 

Abbassi @ NETS.com Jo 


M stems used lor Internet 
access. The cole is supplied 
with a leased line from Global 
One/Sprim Jordan, making it 
ihe first such calc to be 
equipped with one. 

So far. the cafe has not been 
officially opened, but it is 
unreeling a considerable num¬ 
ber of visitors. Access rates to 
the Internet for cafe visitors are 


JD 5 for one hour. JD 2.5 for 
half an hour and JD 1.250 for a 
quarter of an hour. 

The cafe mainly serves light 
and hot drinks and is open 
every day. mornings, after¬ 
noons and evenings. 

The Cafe is located in front 
of the main gate at the Univer¬ 
sity of Jordan, near Kentucky 
Fried Chicken restaurant. ■ 


News update 


ating system. 

In other words, you can now 
cany a Windows-based com¬ 
puter in your pockeL ’ 

Rjr a long dare. haal-Jidd 
devices were .positioned- on the. 
border between personal comput¬ 
ers and personal organizers, due 
to the use of proprietary operat¬ 
ing systems which allowed mini¬ 
mum connectivity and inter- 
changability of information with - • , ■ i 

computers/However, Microsoft ^ ^,5b 

past couple of years to create a work^Ie_standmd ttet will., 
truly aBow users a carry their office applications an ^^' r - 
mation in their pocket. Microsoft is calling, these • 

HPCs (Hand-Held PCs), in order to differentiate between •<, 
them and personal organfeets or.digital assistants. • 

These devices are supplied with alight-pep to provide ea» - 
of use and to substitute the. use of the tiny-keyboard wherever 
possible. What’s more. HPCs come with-reasonably 
screen, offering resolution, of 480x240 pixels and. equippea • 
with batteries that can hancfleTong hours of use.'",.' 

Also, there is a host of applications {word f jjrocfissng^: 

spreadsheet..... etc) which resemble miniaiiue edirions of the 
regular full-blown applications, Already /some exce llent H PC; 
models are available from companies 10re LG^£fex*pmcs» , 
NEC Compaq and others. These are priced. ar^tistTunder;,. 
$700 on the intemationaTmarket.. - : y ; 1- . f.v 

When can we expect to see these little, wonders terc-JnJor-^,-] 
dan? Well, very soon, but local- dealers ares notionentijusias-; jl 
tic about the sales potential of HPCs, mainly ; ;due to.'pricing^ 
and because foe Jordanian computer buyer has been sfew, tpCS 
adopt notebooks. So, you can iroa^iie-thatfmarket?will takei^ 
while before it embraces hand-bekl devices, pven:iEAe.y-n^ 
Microsoft Windows. * ' - r ‘r;-;f: 

V — - -V-— I 
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Kasparov beaten by 
computer 

% As pan of a series of six 
games, a computer called 
’Deep Blue’, from IBM. beat 
the worldwide chess player. 
Karpov last week. 

This was a rare occasion 
when the computer outsmarted 
Kasparov, the world’s current 
chess champion. It marked the 
second lime this ever 
happened. 

Deep Blue is an IBM RS/ 
«StX1 (Rise systems* with paral¬ 
lel processors that have heen 
extensively proerammed 

Deep Blue, .in IBM RS/6000 
SP parallel processor with spe¬ 
cialized microchips for chess, 
calculates hundreds of millions 
of moves per second. 

Now. ihe scries is tied, two 

:... -t 


games to two games, and it 
remains to be seen if Kasparov 
will emerge victor by the sixth 
game or not. 

NETS makes special 
‘introductory offer’ 

• In keeping with its plans to 
introduce full Internet Service 
Provider (IS P) ser vices in Jor¬ 
dan soon, NETS is currently 
offering all its bulletin board 
service" (BBS) subscribers the 
incentive of five free hows on 
the World Wide Web. 

it is expected that NETS will 
offer Internet services as a 
ramp-on from the core BBS. as 
the likes of America On Line 
and CompuServe do. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact NETS Sales department on 
telephone 619870. 


Jordanian companies, appomfedr^sj^ 
Middle East .dealers 

OVER THE past months, a ^ welcome .trend ^ 

emerge, which is the appointment of io^amah cb n^iu^ atiaT 
information technology companies as r^ibrK^(Middle East-} ’ 
era) dealers for well-known brands; t 
General Computer & Efcccfonicf (GQ^I has .-beaen-- 
appointed by Tatung, a leading Taiwanese PC mmuifiietjiref^.r 
as regional dealer. Already. GGE is running an operation-- 
across die region through appointed distri bticors inr eountries, > 
like Egypt, Syria. Qatar and 7 others. More appointment^ are ; 
on the way. Also, Computer Sc Engineering. Bureau (CEB)'-: 
have been appointed as regiouaJ dealer for Motorola Comput-S 
ers. These products are mainly RISC-basedservers 
Both GCE and CEB are among the largest, and oHJest, -- 
computer companies in-the country. It is a plwsure to See^ 
international companies, handing over dmu Middle Eastern 
business to expenenced Jordanian deaJers. Surely. it is tinve. : 
this trend developed and grew. After aLL who is betteF.snited?^ 
Jordanian computer and information technology, persbrmef-ft 
and professionals are among the most experiencedrm tte’;- 
region- In fact, if you were to inspect the regional'tiffites'-* 
based in the United Arab. Emirates and Saudi Arabia, chances' ’ 
are you will find many Jordanians in charge of the operations. ' 
However, appointment as a dealer for the Middle Sst wit of^ 
Amman is a step in the correct direction, to better position as !, 
one of the centers of IT in the region. ■ - 1 


A test 


JAMES HENDERSON reaches his physi¬ 
cal limit in one of Ihe world’s toughest 
races 

It was a marmot that set me thinking. He 
was dozing on a boulder, luxuriating in the 
August sun on a steep rubble slide in the 
coastal mountains of British Columbia. 
Canada- rolling over, alternately warming 
back and belly. A leisurely life. 

For him at least. Struggling up towards 
him. we had been going for three days ^ 
with just a couple of hours’ sleep 
a night humping huge^^^fl^PS 
rucksacks over glaciers 
and up and down ^ 

mountains. We were F 

in a race and our team - 419 

was pushing on stead- 
ily to the next check- 
point. As we passed 
him. hurried and desper¬ 
ate. the marmot eyed me with detached 
curiosity. I could barely imagine two more 
different states of mind". 

The competition was the Eco-ChaJlenge, 
which is variously called an adventure 
sports race and an expedition competition. 
In the range of loopy sporting events that I 
have seen and taken pan in this has to be 
the most extreme. And. oddly enough, one 
of the most compelling. 

Eco-Challenge 1996 was a week of 
horse-riding and running, hiking through 
mountains and on glaciers, canoeing, 
mountain-biking, more glaciers, this time 
with climbing on ropes, white-water raft¬ 
ing and finally mountain-biking again. 


-l S.- u y m - - t-\r* "» -V rb ^ 1 
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There were 70 teams of five men and 
women who would be racing over a course 
about 300 miles long, set in magnificent, 
remote terrain. 

We started at dawn, in a valley beneath 
6,000 and 7.000fi peaks. One hundred and 
fifty horses and more than 200 runners set 
off together in a torrent, crys¬ 
tallising into their teams as 
.' they rode and ran 28 miles to 
the first checkpoint After a 
river crossing. which 
A % y/ involved hurting ourselves 
L into a gurgling, grey glacier 

outflow, we changed our 

equipment and headed up into 
the mountains for a three-day slog. 
Twice, either side of the first glacier, we 
slept for two or three hours, in forest so 
thick that we could go no farther. 

On the third morning we crossed a river by 
Tyrolean traverse (ropes slung between 
trees), checked the map and looked up ... 
a 4,000ft climb. 

Growling, we made our way up, grasp¬ 
ing at the thin undergrowth for purchase, 
leaving the tree line, up to the bare rocks 
and eventually reaching the snow line. At 
the top, as we crowned the ledge, we met a 
camera team, freshly flown in, filming our 
every sweaty and breathless move. 

An event like this is a huge production 
there were 500 runners and assistants and 
320 event personnel and would be impos¬ 
sible to stage without sponsorship. The 
total cost of Eco-Challenge 1996 was 
$4.5m the insurance bill alone was 



i. - ’ . L. V-l—L. 
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$70,000 half of which was provided by 
the Discovery Channel, which screened foe 
event. 

Back on the mountain, it looked as,;'|| 
though we would spend a third night in the: 
forest, now without food, knowing that the r.- ’j W 
checkpoint was just a few miles away. As - 
we thrashed through the dry, lower ^jjl 
branches of the pine trees, a silver light/-sB 
gradually became visible. Moonlight A 
clearing. A logging track Relief. A quick /' : 
walk down the hill. Familiar voices. Coca- ^ 
Cola. Tortilla chips. Clean socks. Food. 

But no rest Immediately we werd v* 
briefed and sent off on a 50-mile canoeing. S 
section, along rivers and lakes. Again, the y p 
mountains towered thousands of feet ^ 
above us. shifting their the next day; Sar- s’f.^j 
rounded by such beauty, without another 
team in sight, it might have been easy to -£I 

forget that we were in a race,, to give in /a 

and doze in the sun. But an urgency tickles . - j 3 
constantly at the brainstem: on, on, on ... : | 

And it is after three or four days that J 
races such as these really come into their > 
own. They are not about aerobic fiends j 
(marathon running), although that is ; 
important because the fitter you are, the 1 /! 
stronger you are when bumping up against/>' 
exhaustion. The key is endurance, and the T - 
mental ^tirade that comes with stamina: 

This is a sport where many of the best 
competitors are over 35. V ~;f. 

After 16 hours’ sitting, legs buckled as ; v 
we heaved ourselves out of the canoes. But ?! •' 
the blood was soon back in them. The next ' 
leg was mountain biking and it started witb.V 
a 3,000ft climb and that climbed and fell 
for 50 miles along the wall of a great" 
valley. - 

The sleep factor really began to-tell after 
Five days. We started to take Five-minute: 
sleep stops. Tactical thinking and race 
experience are important at moments Jj 
this. You must know when to s 
Another team might go past while 
doze, but they in turn will have a i 
time and then you will pass them. C 
strategy can suddenly put you up the 6 m 

We reached the changeover pohtt 
that afternoon, under the threat ofVtiffljigg 
cut-off. Ahead was at least three days 
gladers, while-wafer rafting and mountai 
biking and not enough time to complete i 
It seemed a pity, but in 20th position « 
had been timed out of the race. ' 

It is always interesting to see hum 
beings at the limits of endeavour; here tlW;-* 


!"■ Ik’i-N"®rii »Ti 


physical collapse. They (we) endured -'4^ 
lack of food, serious sleep deprivation!^ 
some physical danger, hallucinations, con^! 
start! physical discomfort and often pain;-:’ 
and finally desperation* people db become?- 4 
irrational. . : ;^T 

A good team, however, wiil orain its-, 
individual competitive streaks into a singki^ 
intent; members look after one another, dtpj 
ing ragged relations with humour. Fon^ .. 
some, among the top competitors, it : isrT 
refined into the will to win, but with teaaW ' ; 
spread out over a matter of days, only.a'^ 
handful can hope to come first. Rh ; 

• - * - •’: 
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